2019 Conservation Record

The Billfish Foundation

The Billfish Foundation maintains the largest private tag and release database in
the world, with over 260,000 records. In 2019 alone, over 11,000 new tag, release,
and recapture records weradded to this database, representing an enormous
amount of data to help us learn more about billfish life history.
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Black Marlin

Ofthe over 11,000 new records in 2019, 502 were of black Black Marlin 2019
marlin, including one black marlin recapture. 66% of black
marlin were released without tags, while 34% were taggec

Tags

A total of 172 black marlin were tagged in 2019. 131 black
marlin were tagged in the Pacific, 41 were tagged in the
Indian, and none were tagged in the Atlantic, as they do n
live there. The average estimated weight for tagged black
marlin was 172.4lbs (78.2kg), though they ranged from
30Ibs (13.6kg) to 900lbs (4.
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96 total anglers and 21 captains tagged black marlin in 2019. The majority of the tagging effort was
shouldered by Captains Tim Richardson, Craig Denham, and Ross Newton out of Australia. In fact, the
majority of black marlin, 146 total, were taggedar Australia. However, tags were also deployed in the
Seychelles, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, and Japan. 19 black marlin were tagged in the
Seychelles, and five were tagged in Latin America. The remaining two were tagged off of Japan and
Mexico.



Tagged Black Marlin 2019
Australia - 146

¢ 0-150bs
151 - 300 Ibs

301 - 450 Ibs
451 - 600 Ibs

over 601 Ibs

Unknown

Tagged Black Marlin 2019
Republic of Seychelles - 19

.

® 0-1501bs
& 151-3001bs

301 - 450 Ibs over 601 Ibs

451-600Bs o ynknown

A

“BITAsH

0 2040 80 Miles "@f

A

> BI{LE ISH

N

1,000 Miles “‘@H
=
s

~B|ﬁ[F5u

Tagged Black Marlin 2019
Latin America - 5

® 0-1501bs
& 151-3001bs

301 - 450 Ibs over 601 lbs

0 75150 300 Miles “@I

451-6001% o Upknown

The majority of black marlin tagging effort occurred during during the Winter and Fall seasons. Peaks
occurred in January and October, then trailed off. AlImost no black marlin were tagged during the
summer.
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Releases

330 black marlin were releasedthout tags in 2019, nearly double the number that were tagged. Of

these, 139 were released in the Pacific Ocean and 191 were released in the Indian Ocean. 55 anglers and
19 captains released black marlin for TBF this year, the majority of which weasedlby Captains

Eddy Lawler, Brett Alty, and Craig Denham.

The majority of black marlin were caught and released near Australia. In fact, 314 of the 330 black
marlin were released offshore of Australia. Also, only in Australia were three or more bldak ma
released in one location in one day.
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The remaining 16 black marlin releases occurred offshore of Central America and East Africa. More
specifically, black marlin were released offshore of Costa Rica, Kenya, Panama, and the Seychelles.
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Similar to &gs, black marlin catch and release rates took a steep decline during the summer months.
However, unlike tagging, more black marlin were released without tags in the spring than any other
season, with May containing the highest number of releases by B0AlIso opposite to tags, the fall

and early winter showed low release rates, which picked up in January.

Black Marlin Released in 2019
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Recaptures

One black marlin was recaptured in 2019. This black marlin was originally tagged on October 6th, 2016
YSIFENI wioo2y wSST In Ay !1dzZ&aGNFfAFQa DNBFG . F NNRSNJ
Tamara Thompson and Jimmy Gigger, and angler Paalthg@er aboard Hot Shot. The fish was at large

for 856 days (roughly 2.3 years), before it was recaptured near Fiji on February 9th, 2019 by angler

Isikelo Tavo aboard Solander X. In that time, the fish had traveled, at minimum, 2,226.92 miles (3,583.88

Khf 2YSGSNEOUSD® ¢KAA NBOFLIWidz2NE 61 a 2yfeé ¢.CQa HPpUIK of
program in 1990, meaning that the information that we gained from it was extraordinarily rare and

valuable.

Black Marlin Recapture 2019

Tagged: Ribbon Reef #4, Australia
10/6 /2016 Recaptured: Fiji
2/9/2019

Curved-line distance: 2,226.92 miles
Days at large: 856
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Blue Marlin

Of the over 11,000 new records in 2019, 2,079 were of blue matrli
including 12 blue marlin recaptures. 47.6% of blue marlin were
released without tags, while 52.4% were tagged.

Blue Marlin 2019

Tags: i

1,084 blue marlin were tagged by TBF members in 2019. Of thes !
405 wee in the Atlantic, 580 in the Pacific, and 99 in the Indian
Ocean. This effort was shouldered by an incredible 428 anglers a

187 captains. On average, tagged blue marlin were 226.1lbs
(102.6kg).
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Blue marlin were tagged in an incredible 28 countriesluding! { ! = . I KF Y 43X /23S RQL@
Seychelles, New Zealand, Australia, Azores, Mexico, Bermuda, Cape Verde, Dominican Republic, Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Curacao, Peru, Puerto Rico, Ecuador, Angola, Brazil,
Jamaica, US Ndin Islands, Belize, Grenada, and South Africa.



Roughly half of blue marlin tagged were in North American waters. This is thanks to anglers like Jill and
Scott Yates, Jose Anton, and Gray Ingram and captains like Skip Smith, Mark Pagano, Ken Rdss, and Chr
Choy. Especially high tagging densities are seen off Hawaii, Louisiana, Costa Rica, and Guatemala.

Bluemarlin tagging density waasohigh in Cape Verde, Japan, and Brazil. Anglers like Kumie Saegusa
spearheaded the Japanese effort, and Batian CMike Mason, and Malan Horak dominated the
Pacific. Top contributing captains included Stuart Simpson, Igor Assad, and Perry Rosalie.



