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CASA VIEJA LODGE, located on Guatemala’s Pacific coast provides anglers with an unbelievable resort experience and a modern fleet for fishing some 
of the world’s most productive billfish waters. Its location and resources put Casa Vieja Lodge in a unique position to contribute a large amount of 
valuable tag & release data to TBF. Casa Vieja Lodge practices responsible conservation techniques so future anglers can have the same special 
experiences as those of today.

COSTA SUNGLASSES, a long-standing partner of TBF, believes that conservation is all about sustainable fishing. Many fish stocks that should be vibrant 
and healthy have fallen victim to poor fishing practices, unregulated development, lack of watershed protection or all of the above. Costa works with 
partners around the world, like TBF, to help increase awareness and influence policy so that both the fish and anglers of tomorrow will have healthy waters 
and fish populations to enjoy.

KING SAILFISH MOUNTS, TBF’s longest-standing program partner, introduced and began promoting the release mount concept for Atlantic sailfish in 
the 1990’s and quickly gained momentum as an alternative to traditional taxidermy. King Sailfish Mounts is now the industry leader and is the most 
influential producer of release mounts in the taxidermy industry. King Sailfish recognizes the importance of TBF’s Tag & Release program and the 
importance of the data generated for managing and conserving billfish and other pelagic species.

PELAGIC GEAR’s partnership with TBF meshes perfectly with the company’s Pelagic Ocean Conservancy Project (POCP). The POCP supports scientific 
research, conservation, and recreational fisheries management, as well as, providing a voice for a large number of ocean enthusiasts. Pelagic and the 
POCP consists of responsible, conservation-minded sportsmen and active stewards of the sea who want to see the tradition of sportfishing survive for 
future generations to enjoy. 

BISBEE’S FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FUND (BFWCF) works to conserve, restore, and manage fish, wildlife, and their habitats through 
science, education, and technology. BFWCF’s mission, to have thriving fish populations in natural habitats, will ensure today’s and future 
generations fishing success. Their contributions to The Billfish Foundation (TBF) helps further the understanding of the feeding, spawning, and 
migration patterns of billfish. 

SIMRAD, a leader in engineering and development of sportfishing technology, committed to be a new tag & release sponsor in 2014. Their pledge 
illustrated the conservation of fisheries, especially those of billfish and those in the sportfishing community are important. simrad recognized that the work 
tbf does and the information tbf provides is vital to ensuring that this important fish stocks are sustainable for the future for sportfishing and boating. 

Investing in Sportfishing Conservation 
2014 TAG & RELEASE PROGRAM SPONSORS
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear TBF Friends,

We hope you find this annual International Conservation Record interesting 
for it provides you a snapshot of the 220,000 plus data records stored in TBF’s 
tagging data base, the world’s largest private billfish tagging data resource.  
Our tagging program rests on the willingness of you - anglers, captains and 
mates - to purchase, deploy and report tag and recapture data for which we 
are most grateful.  Needless to say, our Tag and Release Program remains the 
cornerstone of the organization thanks to you. 

Before TBF launched our tagging program, we were the first sportfishing 
conservation organization to advance billfish stock assessments. It was 
during that data-dependent process when it became clear a lot more billfish 
data was needed. It was then we called on you for help and when tagging 
became crucial to TBF and to billfish science.  For the next decades most 
of what was known about billfish came from tagging and recapture data.  
Today, traditional tagging is augmented by satellite tagging data, each 
collecting different types of data, both of which are important in learning 
more about billfish.

Our self-entry option for tagging and release data (www.tagbillfish.org) is 
awesome for it allows you to enter your own data, share it via social media, and perform some interesting queries with our data. The 
option has increased our tagging activities and interactions with new taggers. In 2014 we saw a spike in tagging with 14,000 tag 
records received from all over the world. Check it out and let your friends know how important it is to report billfish data to TBF, it is 
free and easy! If you don’t mind competition, be sure to check out TBF’s annual tag and release and catch and release competitions, 
which have competitive categories for captains and mates, anglers, female anglers and youth anglers, within a range of ages. 

Thank you for being part of our tag and release team!

       Tight lines,

       Ellen M. Peel
       President 

Capt. Skeet Warren - Bushwacker
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C.M. “RIP” CUNNINGHAM –  
of Boston, Massachusetts 

began 41 years ago as 
an associate editor 
with SaltWater 
Sportsman magazine 
where he educated 

anglers not only 
on fishing and 

boating techniques 
and products, but equally 

on the importance of participating in the fishery conservation and management 
processes. His commitment includes serving nine years on the New England Fishery 
Management Council where he currently serves as Chairman. Before leaving full time 
employment at SaltWater Sportsman magazine in 2004, he had risen to the position 
of Editor-in-Chief. Today he continues to contribute his expertise and commitment by 
writing the magazine’s Conservation Column. “His commitment to sportfishing and 
conservation is exemplary,” says John Brownlee, TBF Board Member and the current 
Editor-in-Chief of SaltWater Sportsman magazine.

DR JULIAN PEPPERELL – of Queensland, Australia 
established the nation’s gamefish tagging program for the 
New South Wales Fisheries Ministry 40 years ago. The 
enormous program transitioned Australia’s gamefishing 
anglers from killing to a predominantly tag-and-release 
format. Over the years Pepperell has gained distinction 
as an authority on billfish and other pelagic species, 
authoring two books and numerous scientific publications. 
He has had his own research company since 1991 
and conducts research in partnership with universities, 

government, and the private sector. Pepperell also serves as an adjunct professor 
at several Australian universities. His regular & very popular science column and in-
depth features printed in BlueWater Boats and Sportsfishing magazine inform readers 
about the biology of gamefish and the science relating to their management. Friend 
and Editor-in-Chief of the magazine, Tim Simpson, says “Pepperell provides a rare 
gift in his ability to bridge the gap between the scientific community and anglers.” 

HERMAN “DUTCH” PRAGER – of Mandeville, Louisiana 
returned from submarine duty during World War II and, 
after seeing a 465.5 pound blue marlin brought to the 
dock during the Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo, began a quest 
to bring big game fishing to his state.  He wanted a big 
game fishing club established in New Orleans, so with 
a few other big game fishermen he provided the muscle 
and drive that in 1961 established the New Orleans 
Big Game Fishing Club (NOBGFC). The Club’s mission 
distinguished it from others in that it focused solely on 
furthering scientific knowledge of big-game fish species 
by acting as a liaison between anglers and scientists.  
Prager was elected President a month later, a position he occupied until 1990, a 
tenure during which he earned the titles of Club “father, godfather or ramrod.”  In 
1962 the Club’s first tournament attracted 46 members and 44 guest anglers and has 
grown ever since. Dutch and his rules committee established angling rules that are the 
foundation of the NOBGFC and he insisted that IGFA rules and protocol be strictly 
followed. TBF is proud to have the NOBGFC as a conservation partner. 

C.M. “Rip” Cunningham

Dr. Julian Pepperell

Herman “Dutch” Prager

The Billfish Foundation’s most prestigious award, the Rybovich Lifetime Conservation 
Award, is named in honor of the late John Rybovich, a pioneer in billfish conservation 
and sportfishing vessel design.

2014 RYBOVICH LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

RECIPIENTS
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SREPORTING  
TAGGED & RELEASED BILLFISH

Photo by Chris Sheeder

Questions about the Tag and 
Release Program or purchase 
of tagging equipment can be 
answered at www.billfish.org, 
or contact us at tag@billfish.org 
or call (954) 938-0150, ext.’s 
115, or 107.    

THE BILLFISH FOUNDATION’S
                          TAG & RELEASE     
                PROGRAMESTABLISHED  

IN 1990,  The Billfish Foundation’s Tag 
and Release Program has generated the largest 
private billfish tagging data resource in the world, 
which remains the cornerstone of TBF’s conservation 
and advocacy programs. With TBF receiving close 
to 15,000 tag and release records annually from 
across the globe, our database contains 220,000 
records in total, all contributing to what is known 
about billfish.

 The success of TBF’s Tag and Release program 
comes from dedicated anglers, captains and 
mates, who voluntarily tag, release, and report 
their billfish catches, tags, releases and recaptures. 
It is the recapture data that provides the most 
valuable scientific data for helping to advance our 
understanding of billfish growth rates, migratory 
patterns, habitat use and post-release survival 
rates. Tag and release data also provides valuable 
information to include in stock assessments that 
calculate the abundance of each species remaining 
in the water to support continued fishing. The data 
contributes to the foundation upon which smart 
conservation policy can be built. 
 
 
 
 

Because 
tagging provides TBF  
with data benefitting conservation 
and science, in turn,  TBF recognizes the 
anglers, captains and mates, who tag and release 
the most billfish by species in the three major oceans. 
Each year at an awards ceremony held during the 
Friday of the Miami International Boat Show the 
awards are presented.  TBF award winners no doubt 
are the “who’s who” in the billfishing world, who 
don’t just catch and release for numbers of fish, 
but share a common conservation ethic. Captains 
and anglers on the water are the first line in billfish 
conservation. To recognize the contributions of all 
TBF members, release certificates are given 
to recognize their contribution, 
whether for one fish or one 
hundred. 

  •  Submit the data online at www.tagbillfish.org
•  Legibly fill out and mail the Tag Data Report Card to TBF

 •  Make sure to report the release date, species of fish, and location  
       (latitude/longitude) of the release

   •  Legibly fill out and mail the Tag Data Report Card to TBF
 •  Measure or estimate the length and weight of the fish

C
hris Sheeder

Paul Shields, Crocodile Bay

If you catch a tagged billfish,  
clip the monofilament tag 
streamer, retaining it, retag 
the fish if reasonable and 
send the information on 
the tag streamer to TBF.

S
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OFFICERS

| FOUNDING CHAIRMAN | 
   Winthrop P. Rockefeller

“We don’t inherit the world from the 
previous generation. It’s loaned to us 

from our children; it’s placed 
in our custody for the next generation.” 

-Winthrop P. Rockefeller

| Chairman |
John P. “Jack” Duvall

| Vice Chairman |
Scott Cooper

| Treasurer |
Keith English

| Secretary |
Joan Vernon 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ralph “Agie” 

Vicente

Jack Willits

(Deceased)
Francisco Rangel

Castelazo

Paxson Offield

(Deceased)

Don Tyson

(Deceased)

Emeritus

Luis Bacardi John Brownlee Curtis ColgateGary J. Chouest

Johnny Dorland - 
OBBC Sandra 

Fin Gaddy Dr. William  
Hixson -MBGFC

Bill Gooch

Elaine “Laney”
Jones

Sandra MacMillan Tim SimpsonChase Offield
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|  Ellen M. Peel, J.D., LL.M. - President  |
Ellen manages and leads TBF’s operations; coordinates 
development of conservation and management strategies with 
the Board of Directors, staff and consultants; provides media 
interaction; serves as the primary interface with the Board and 
conservation partners and represents TBF before all levels of 
fisheries management organizations. Contact Ellen at (954) 938-
0150, ext.108 or ellen_peel@billfish.org

|  Peter Chaibongsai - Director of Conservation Programs  |  
Peter oversees TBF’s Tag & Release Program; manages TBF’s 
International Tagging Grant program; researches marine policy 
issues; and assists in cultivating strategy with key conservation 
partners; oversees TBF’s volunteer/intern program and provides 
educational and outreach assistance at special events. Contact 

Peter at (954) 938-0150 ext.107 or peter_chaibongsai@billfish.org

| Deborah Cummings - Membership Director |
Deborah manages member services, recruitment, membership 
renewals, member outreach, the Chairman’s Club and TBF 
merchandise. Deborah also cultivates membership at tournaments 
and special events. Contact Deborah at (954) 938-0150 ext. 
106 or deborah_cummings@billfish.org

| Elizabeth Black - Management Assistant,  Editor | 
Elizabeth (Beth) Black serves as the primary contact between 
the President and the public through Board member contact, 
Foundation and fund raising liaisons as well as staff operations. 
Beth is also editor of TBF’s Billfish publication. Contact Beth at 
(954) 938-0150 ext 104 or elizabeth_black@billfish.org

TBF TEAM
| Robert Jones - Chief Operating Officer |
Robert is responsible for all day-to-day accounting activities, monthly 
& annual financial reporting, budgets and annual audits; designing 
and enhancing internal controls and written standard operating 
procedures. For grant monitoring, Robert works with the President 
to assure that all grants and contracts meet required financial 
processes, systems and procedures; he is the main point of contact 
for grantee financial matters. Contact Robert at (954) 938-0150 
ext. 113 or robert_jones@billfish.org

| Adrienne Katz - Education, Science, & Policy Associate |
Adrienne collaborates on sportfishing conservation research 
projects that include angler motivation and participation in regions 
both domestically and internationally. She also strives to maintain 
consistency within TBF’s marketing and outreach materials and the 
Tag and Release Online Database. Contact Adrienne at (954) 
938-0150 ext. 115 or adrienne_katz@billfish.org

| C. Phillip Goodyear , Ph.D. - Scientist |
Dr. Goodyear provides all of TBF’s scientific analysis on population 
dynamics, catch data analysis and other statistical analyses 
needed for establishing a sound foundation for conservation and 
management strategies.

| Herbert Nanne - Conservation Director, South America | 
Herbert serves as TBF’s main representative in the Central 
American region, helping coordinate conservation and science 
activities; he also serves as a scientific counselor for Costa Rica 
before the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC).
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TBF'S 2014 TAG & RELEASE CAPTAINS
A
Abarca, Francisco G.
Abaroa, Franky
Abaroa, Oscar
Abohbot, Nuno
Abooman, Khaled
Abuchaibe, Alonso
Adcock, Ken
Afonso, Artur
Aguettaz, Matthieu
Aguirre, Marcelo
Akazawa, Masayuki
Akihiko, Uno
Akihiro, Shigeyuki
Albert, Derek
Albors, Velez Luis 
Alcala, Yoan
Alfonso, Pepi
Allbritton, Joseph
Alligood, Matt
Alligood, Mike
Almeida, Francisco de 
Alonso, Artur
Alty, Brett
Alvarenga, Chico
Alvarenga, Francisco
Alvarenga, Jose Leonel
Alvarenga, Nicho
Alves, Antonio
Amador, Mickey
Amaral, Antonio
Amaral, Oswaldo
Ambuzeiro, Bayard
Anaujo, Rafael
Angel, BC 
Apetogbor, Alex
Araiza, Tony
Armstrong, Bruce
Arrega, Ronnie
Ashley, Jim
Assad, Igor
Assolari, Giorgio
Astles, Todd
Austin, Vince
Authement, Brian
Aviles, Alejandro
 

B
Bacalod, June
Baggett, Chris
Baires, Eddie
Bajjo, Reuben
Ball, Bill
Ball, Jermie
Barbosa, Carlos
Barge, Horace
Barlow, Jonathan
Barnish, Corey
Barnish, Ron
Barragan, Ayala Isidro
Barraza, Francisco Arocha
Barrett, Rich
Bartell, Mark
Bates, Martin
Batty, Phil
Bays, Chris
Bechard, Denis
Beck, George
Beetar, Simon
Bell, VJ 
Benazeth, Christian
Bennett, John
Berryman, Peter
Binbe, Manuel
Black, Courtney
Bloomer, Charles
Boender, John
Bohlinger, Reid
Booth, Glen
Bordaries, C.J.
Borges, Paulo De Sousa 
Bosley, Robert
Bossard, Olivier
Bost, Reid
Bouchard, Bertrand
Boucher, John
Bracey, Simon
Bradford, David
Brandt, Fred
Brasting, Toby
Breaux, Brad
Brennan, Terrence
Brice, Jason
Brigham, Rafael

Brinker, Tom
Bristow, Peter
Brock, Tim
Brooks, Jon
Brown, Brick
Brown, James
Brown, Owen
Brownlee, John
Bruce, Jamie
Bruce, Troy
Brumnzeel, Josh
Buck, Jason
Bunch, Justin
Burbage, Ronnie
Burge, Tom
Burger, Eddie
Burston, Roger
Bustos, Abarca Junior

C 
Caballero, Hunter
Cabell, Charles
Cabrerra, Fernando Torres
Camacho, Leon
Campos, Josinaldo Souza
Candelo, Mike Epifano
Canino, Mike
Cannon, Brett
Caplinger, Charlie
Carapinha, Jair
Carosi, Simon
Carril, Manuel
Carter, Bubba
Carvalho, Candido
Carvalho, Jacques
Casey, Shane
Cassidy, Chip
Castro, Julio
Caviness, Watson
Cawu, Marco
Ceballos, Victor
Cesena, Eddy
Cesena, Pablo
Chaney, Josh
Chapman, Chad
Chellemi, Richard
Cherasia, Peter
Cherones, Scott

Chombo, Antonio
Choy, Chris
Choy, Sam
Clark, Brian
Clark, Tray
Claus, Terry
Clemons, Shawn
Clifford, Gary
Clubb, Brad
Cochrane, John
Coffrin, Jason
Colley, Myles
Collins, Chip
Colombo, Carlos
Colquhoun, Thomas ‘Tucker’
Copri, Oreste
Cordoba, Gavilan
Corte, Jay
Cosa, Massimiliano
Cosio, Ernie
Cosio, Oscar
Couto, Marco
Covin, Doug
Cowell, Dan
Cox, Brian
Cox, Jim
Craft, Russell
Crawford, Bill
Crawford, David
Crean, Johnnie
Creed, Richard
Critz, Christopher
Crochet, Jimmy
Cruz, Rui
Cumberland, Doug
Cunningham, Aristotle 

D
Da Costa, Arturo 
Da Pozzo, Luca
Da Silva, Miguel
Dahlgren, Tyler
Darvis, Shane
Dasilva, Delcio
Daugherty, Mark
David, Freddy
David, John Henry 

Day, Mike
De Anibal, Abreu
De Jesus, Paulo
De Vries, Clint
Dean, Tim
Decoito, Boyd
Deerman, Kevin
Delaney, David
Delaney, Drew
Delgado, Martin
Deniz, David
Desilva, Allen 
Diamond, Billy
Diaz, Manuel
Dicoito, Boyd
Dieterle, Quinton
Digiulian, Anthony
Dillon, Tim
Disanto, David
Dobson, Bobby
Dobson, Robert
Doley, Stuart
Donalds, Cregg
Donato, Chris
Dorsey, Joe
Doult, A
Doxey, Kenneth
Draeper, Hank
Drummond, Carter
DuPlessis, Martin
Duarte, Fernando
Duckworth, Jeff
Dudas, Brett
Dunham, Dean
Dunkley, Bill
Dunphy, John
DuPlessis, Calvin 
DuPlessis, Darryn 
DuPlessis, Philip 

E
Easterling, Ryan
Ellens, Jourdain 
Embry, Dave
Endee, Dennis
Enriquez, Ian
Ergas, Rodolfo
 

F
Fabrini, Caetano
Farrell, Bomber
Farrior, Bill
Fay, Jeff
Felzen, Thiago
Fernandes, Jose
Fernandez, Vicente
Fields, Ronnie
Fili, Michael
Firestein, Martin
Firestein, Mitchell
Flanagan, Travis
Flores, Rafael
Fonseca, Celeste
Ford, Danny
Foster, Dana
Foster, Michael
Foster, Mickey
Fowler, Frank
Fox, Bill
Fragaso, Walter
Fragoso, Walter
Francis, Tom
Free, William
Frevert, Robert
Fuji, Yoshinori
Furtado, Jose

G
Gaddy, Fin
Galarza, Jose Hiraldo 
Galvan, Mauricio
Gaona, Marco
Garrad, Steve
Garrett, George
Garrity, John
Gautreaux, Mike
Gavotto, Joel
Gele, Jimmy
Giorgio, Assolari
Godwin, Frank
Goite, Esteban
Goldsmith, Wick
Gonzales, Jaime
Gonzalez, Ricardo
Gonzalez, Vicente
Goode, James
Goodman, Gabe

Goodwin, Kyle
Gordon, Brett
Grajales, Adolfo
Grant, Charlie
Grant, Jimmy
Greenberg, Aaron
Gregory, John
Griffin, Larry
Grimkowski, Olaf
Guerrero, Esteban
Guieb, Kaniala
Gustavson, Al

H
Hansen, Bob
Hartney, Aaron
Hassan, Juma
Hatano, Norio
Hearn, Danny
Hebert, Daniel
Hellmuth, Rich
Hemmi, Yoshichika
Hemphill, Patrick
Hemphill, Simon
Hendrix, Joe
Henmi, Yoshichika
Herbert, Eddie
Hernandez, Mario
Hoareau, Antoine
Holden, Sean
Hood, Chris
Hopkins, Greg
Horning, Ben
Houlihan, Andrew
Hubbard, Steve
Huddle, Harris
Huerlander, Matthew

I
Ibarguen, Jose Maso 
Ilumja, Francisco
Ilunga, Francisco De Almeida
Ilunga, Chico
Imamura, Saizo
Inman, Andrew
Inocencio, Paulo
Intriago, Oscar Miguel Lino 
Isaacs, Neal
Isaias, Luis
Ivey, Emery
Ivie, Patrick
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J
Janzen, Mark
Jardine, William
Jarvis, Shane
Jean, Christophe 
Lesbordes 
Johnson, John
Jongschaap, Jan
Jordan, Sergio
Jose, Salazar Nicasio

K 
Kamiya, Akira
Kammel, Bryan
Kanari, Kazuhiko
Katayama, Takao
Kelly, Matthew
Kelly, Patrick
Kenney, Chris
Kenny, Chris
Keough, Bo
Kieldsen, Bill
Kinch, Ashley
Kitchell, Jimmy
Klevan, Dean
Knight, Kenny
Knox, James
Koecher, Peter Otto
Kozak, Scott
Kramer, Ted
Kuchta, Jacque
Kuri, Camilo
Kurz, Robert 

L
Labonte, George
Laborde, Richard
Ladnier, Adam 
Lake, Chase
Lam, C. M. 
Langdon, Frank
Lanzerotti, Jerry
Lawler, Eddy
Leal, Carlos
Leal, Paulo
Leal, Rui
Ledford, Daniel
Leon, Scott
Lesbordes, Balou
Lieras, David
Lnu, Enrique
Logioco, John
Lohry, Todd
Longschaap, Jan

Lopez, Gilfredo
Lopez, Juan
Lopez, Victor
Lopez, Victor Julio Pizarro
Lord, Brian
Louro, Carlos
Louro, Nuno
Lowenthal, Marc
Lozano, Arturo

M
Macallister, Ian
MacGowan, Scott
MacMullin, Michael
Maddox, Fisher
Maeda, Toshiyuki
Maeder, Claude
Magalhaes, Julio
Magdeburger, Steven
Makame, Ndalu
Malafaia, Alex
Malheiro, William
Mandic, Robert
Manes, Aaron-Lyle
Mangabeira, Roberto
Mansur, Eric Sr
Mantz, Scott
Marquis, Kirt
Marsh, Alvin
Martinez, Dennis
Martinez, Garces Eodin
Martins, Jose
Martins, Jose Manuel 
Marzouca, Duane
Mata, Fernando
Matamoros, Carlos  
Matiba, Bryan
Matlet, Ary
Matos, Rogerio
Matson, Bruce
Matsumoto, Soichiro
Mauldwin, Matt
Maya, Alfredo
Mcdermott, Mike
Mcfrederick, Mitch
Mcguckin, Robert
Mcintrye, Richard
Mclean, Kenny
Melendrez, Gabriel
Merentes, Angel
Metzler, Jeff
Michel, Ricardo
Milagre, Helder

Miles, Chris
Millez, Stephane
Mitchell, Fitzroy
Moore, Steven
Morales, Andres
Moran, Carlos
Moribe, Hidefumi
Morris, Max
Morrison, Eddie
Motta, Jim
Motta, Paul
Mountain, Cliff
Mulcahy, Jim
Mumford, John
Murillo, Orlando
Murphy, Dave
Murray, Edward
Muschette, David

N
Nakamaru, Kevin
Nel, Frans
Nelson, Olivia
Nelson, Steven
Neto, Aladino
Newberry, Steve
Newton, Ross
Nicolson, Cam
Nicolson, Iain
Niebuhr, Berno
Nishida, Kenji
Nordal, Jonas
Nunes, Antonio
Nunes, Antonio Pina 
Nunes, Luis

O
O’Brien, Shane
O’Connor, Paul
O’Connor, Sean
Okura, Ryoichi
Oliva, Gustavo
Oliveira, Antonio
Ortiz, G Ramiro 
Ortiz, Luis Albors
Orton, Tony

P
Pagano, Mark
Paim, Miguel
Palacios, Ynier
Palma, James
Panos, Dean
Parker, Jason

Parker, Marlin
Parker, Randy
Parkin, Chris
Parks, Mike
Pate, Chris
Patterson, Ed
Paul, Bryan
Payne, Austin
Pearce, John
Peebles, Alex
Pellegrin, Brooks
Pensuk, Pollateb
Pereira, Nuno
Perez, Luis
Peterson, Eric
Petrina, Rob
Philipps, Brad
Philp, Damien
Pierre, Rolly
Pina, Horacio
Pino, Anthony
Pipe, Jason
Pipes, Randy
Pique, Trey
Pitra, Jose
Pitra, Karl
Pitra, Luky
Pitta, Mario
Plachter, Jack
Pong, Fong
Pote, Rui
Poulter, Paul
Price, Michael
Proenca, Mario
Puller, Mike

Q
Quartiano, Mark
Queiroz, Marco
Quinones, Carlos
Quisenberry, Greg 

R
Rabenstine, Matt
Rae, Pete
Ramerez, Eugine
Ramos, Jose Carlos 
Reaves, Jacob
Reichenberg, Tim
Ribeiro, Joao
Rice, McGrew?
Richards, Anthony
Richardson, Gary

Richardson, Tim
Richardson, Wade
Riggs-Miller, Henry
Riley, Jo-Ann
Robinson, David
Rodriguez, Joao Fernandes
Rodriguez, Luis Celestino
Rodriguez, Ricardo
Rogers, Alex
Romero, Luis Alberto
Roper, Al
Ros, Vitor
Rosado, Jeffrey
Rosher, Ray
Ross, Kenneth
Ruiz, Bernabe
Ruiz, Carlos
Ruiz, Eleuterio Felicida Caraballo
Ruiz, H. Sergio 
Russo, Jorge 

S
Sabayrac, Paul
Sabayrac, William
Sakiyama, Takashi
Salazar, David
Salcido, Anthony
Salvatore, Barca
Samuel, Cantius
Samuel, Vernon
Samuels, Michael
Sanchez, Alberto
Sanchez, Manrique Tavella Ricardo
Sanchez, Rafeal
Sanders, Chad
Sanders, Michael
Sandez, Roberto
Santiago, David
Santos, Fernando
Santos, Gentil
Santos, Luis
Santos, Tchisole
Sasaki, Kimiaki
Savard, Gary
Schloederer, Carl
Scott, Jeff
Sebastino, Paulo Joao
Seong, Adam
Shaw, Raymond
Sheeder, Chris
Sheeder, Mike

Sheehan, Chip
Sherman, Todd
Sillis, Bernie
Silva, Carlos
Silva, Jose
Sims, Chester
Siu, Daniel
Skillman, Rob
Smith, Bouncer
Smith, Carl
Smith, James
Smith, Maurice
Smith, Rowan
Smith, Travis
Snow, Paul
Sonnes, Robert
Souaid, Bobby
Sousa, Ary
Spencer, Daniel
Stach, Kevin
Stanczyk, Nick
Starrs, Christopher
Steiding, Marvin
Stewart, Tim
Still, Baxter
Strickland, Chance
Sudbrink, Craig
Suleman, Faizal
Sullivan, Anthony
Suzuki, Yoshihiro 

T
Tanaka, Toshihiko
Taylor, Geoff
Taylor, Robert
Teixera, Orlando
Temple, John
Temple, Josh
Thrasher, Don
Tippit, John
Tomlinson, Aloysius Alonzo
Torres, Francisco
Towe, Randy
Trejo, Ober Fabricio
Trenche, Virgilio
Troadec, Pascal
Trosset, RT
Tume, Ramon
Twomey, Pook 

U
Uno, Akihiko
Upton, Ken
Urdaz, Robin Birriel

V
Valdes, Remberto
Vale, Bernard
Vallarino, Aquilino
Van De Spuy, Russoux
Van Dunem, Luis
Van Mols, Chip 
Van Leeuwen, Chris
Vander Hoek, Gene 
Vargas, Jan
Vela, Paco
Veld, Craig
Vicens, Freddy
Victor, Gilbert
Viljoen, Anton
Viljoen, Gabriella

W
Waddick, Robby
Wade, Leighton
Wagner, Gary
Wanick, Eduardo
Warren, Skeet
Webb, S.
Wells, George
West, Pete
Wheeler, Nate
Whelan, Bobby
Whitaker, Rom
Wigzell, Chuck
Wigzell, Jim
Williams, Destin
Williams, Douglas
Williams, Jeremy
Williams, Justin
Wise, Brant
Wolf, J.P.
Wong, Captain
Woods, Woody

Y
Yamazaki, Kazuo
Yeager, Richard

Z
Zucchero, Greg
Zwirz, Ken  



TBF’S 2014 TAG & RELEASE ANGLERS
A
Abohbot, Nuno 
Abooman, Khaled 
Abramov, Evgeny 
Abuchaibe, Alonso 
Acheson, Michael 
Adams, Bob 
Adams, Jessica 
Adams, Jon 
Adams, Tony 
Adcock, Michael 
Adcock, Neville 
Aderman, Jeff 
Adkins, Aaron 
Afonso, Artur 
Aguirre, Andres 
Aillaud, Mathieu 
Airey, David 
Akazawa, Ayako 
Albano, Hauser 
Albermani, Ziad 
Albert, Chelsea 
Albert, Derek 
Albert, Nikki 
Alberts, Eugene 
Albors Velez, Luis 
Alexander, Andrew 
Alexander, Caden 
Alexander, Colby 
Alexander, Dustin 
Alexander, Tracy 
Al-Harazi, Ali 
Alimonda, Charles 
Allardyce, Mick 
Alleman, Volki 
Allement, James 
Allen, David 
Allen, Mark 
Allen, Matthew 
Allmen, Ralph 
Allred, Todd 
Almeida, Ricardo 
Alonso, Artur 
Alsop, Sam 
Altenbern, John 
Alty, Barry 
Amar, Richard 
Amaro, Luena 
Amora, Filipe 
Ananiev, Oleg 
Anaujo, Rafael 
Anderson, Kyle 
Anderson, Neal 
Anderson, Shaun 
Andrea, Brett 
Aniere, Justin 
Ansin, Andrew 
Antaki, Nael 
Anthony, E. 
Antonides, Kendra 
Aoyama, Takeshi 
Aoyama, Tomokazu 
Aquirre, Mauricio 
Araki, Kunihiro 
Arances, Roberto 

Archbold, Dave 
Archer, Matt 
Arlavskyto, Amber 
Armada, Fernando 
Armada, Jaso 
Armand, Scott 
Armando, Corina 
Armstrong, John 
Armstrong, Richard 
Armstrong, Rick 
Arnphie, Michael 
Arostegui, Roberta 
Arrms, Nelson 
Ary, Michael 
Assad, Igor 
Assad, Matheus 
Assaf, Milad 
Atchison, Mike 
Atchley, J. Ronald 
Atkinson, Conley 
Aud, Billy 
Austin, Lee 
Authement, Lisa 
Autrey, Xavier 
Ayres, Ricardo Netto 

B 
Baas, Junior 
Babich, Fran 
Babikow, Erika 
Babikow, Timothy 
Bacardi, Luis 
Bacon, Michael 
Badillo-Abascal, Elisa 
Badouh, Bo 
Badouh, Caroline 
Bagocus, Jack 
Bailey, John 
Bain, James 
Baker, Dave 
Baker, James 
Baker, Tracy 
Baldi, Guillame 
Balinski, Eric 
Ball, Heather 
Ballard, Dean 
Baltazar, Adao 
Banks, Murphy 
Baptista, Luisa 
Barbosa, Carlos 
Barbosa, Cesario 
Barker, Cameron 
Barker, Joe 
Barker, Layland 
Barker, Todd 
Barnard, Bryant 
Barnard, Gary 
Barnes, Carlos 
Barnes, Richard 
Barnett, James 
Barnett, Jeremy 
Barnish, Corey 
Barone, Dino 
Baroni, Joe 
Barraza, Francisco Arocha 
Barre, Barton 

Barrett, Jack 
Barron, Joe 
Barroso, Paulo 
Barry, Connor 
Barry, Michael 
Barta, Tred 
Bartolomeo, Eduardo 
Bartz, Jordan 
Barwise, Kylee 
Basco, Pamela 
Bashar, John 
Basilio, Jesus 
Bastos, Cristiana 
Bastos, Jorge 
Bates, Tom 
Batista, Thiago 
Battaglia, Jesse 
Battesti, Olivier 
Batty, Bill 
Baty, Chris 
Baugh, Richard 
Baumfield, Jeff 
Baveas, Emanuel 
Baxendale, Michael 
Baxter, Paul 
Bay, Jim 
Baya, Shadrace 
Bays, Chris 
Bays, Frank 
Beasley, Greer 
Beason, Wayne 
Beauford, Scott 
Beauman, Matthew 
Bechard, Denis 
Becker, Natascha 
Beduhn, Ed 
Beechey, George 
Beeck, Geoff 
Beeler, Richard 
Beeton, Ryan 
Bell, Don 
Bell, Jimmy 
Bell, John 
Bell, Meredith Kate 
Belton, Joellen 
Belton, Stephen 
Beltran, Michelle 
Bely, Jean Jacques 
Benbon, Blake 
Benbow, Clint 
Benes, Edgar 
Benitez, Cristina 
Benitez, Rick 
Benjamin, Mark 
Benn, Alma 
Benn, Gregory 
Benn, Richard 
Bennett, Brian 
Bennett, John 
Benoiton, John 
Benson, Terry 
Benton, Blake 
Benuet, Jean-Marc 
Beretta, Pietro 
Bergien, Sloane 

Bergien, Tyler 
Berglin, Kyle 
Bergue, Lea 
Berkowitz, Tony 
Bermer, Kristie 
Bernier, Dave 
Bernstein, Pierre 
Berry, Konrad 
Berry, Tom 
Bertoli, Giancarlo 
Bertolon, Henry 
Bertuch, Mike 
Beutler, Claudia 
Bickerstaff, Tim 
Biedenharn, Henry 
Biedermann, Michael 
Biegler, Michael 
Bierley, Matt 
Biggs, Rodney 
Bilberry, James 
Billi, Damien 
Binder, Olga 
Binder, Paul 
Binning, Mark 
Bird, David 
Bishop, Jim 
Bitter, Wylie 
Bittinger, Scott 
Bitton, Delilah 
Bitton, Lou 
Blackwell, Nick 
Bladau, Brice 
Blake, Sandra 
Blizard, Troy 
Blount, Hunter 
Blount, W. Gray 
Blount, Will 
Bo, Greg 
Bo, Tom 
Bocks, Michael 
Boettner, Eddie 
Bogle, Andrew 
Bohmert, Kyle 
Bohmert, Lawrence 
Bohmert, Tracy 
Bollinger, Stephan 
Bolton, George 
Bolton, Wil 
Bondoc, Gary 
Bondurant, Mike 
Bonifay, Robert 
Bonilla, Wilmer 
Bonnin, Jean Paul 
Bonuti, Peter 
Boone, James Benjamin 
Booysen, Jonathan 
Borror, Elizabeth 
Borror, Liz 
Borst, Peter 
Borts, Jack 
Bortz, Brian 
Boslau, Zach 
Bosman, Isaac 
Bost, Hunter 
Bostelman, Jerry 

Bostelman, Luke 
Boswell, Scott 
Bottcher, Dale 
Bouchard, Bertrand 
Boughton, Mark 
Boutonnet, Dorothe 
Bowden, Darren 
Bowen, Doug 
Bowers, Rhiannon 
Bowling, Evans 
Bowling, John 
Box, Harry 
Box, Mark 
Boyd, Ron 
Boyd, Stephen 
Boykin, Art 
Bozarth, Adam 
Bracewell, Matt 
Brackmann, Nick 
Brackmann, Steve 
Bradford, Laine 
Brady, Anne 
Bragg, Brian 
Brainch, Peter 
Brande, Marc Vanden 
Brandner, Greg 
Brandner, Keith 
Branser, Mike 
Brasch, Paula 
Bravenec, Jerry 
Brazile, Dick 
Breaux, Henry 
Brehm, Charles 
Brenham, Colin 
Brenham, David 
Brenham, Matt 
Brexel, Stephen 
Brice, Peter 
Brigham, Rafael 
Bright, Peter 
Brindisi, Jess 
Bringetto, Victor 
Brinker, Mazie 
Brisbois, Malena 
Briscoe, Don 
Brito, Fabio 
Brito, Teresa 
Britt, Dale 
Brittingham, Tommy 
Brobst, Patrick 
Brock, Tim 
Brooks, James 
Broughton, Mel 
Brown, Brick 
Brown, Buzzy 
Brown, Chris 
Brown, Daniel 
Brown, James 
Brown, Kevan 
Brown, Renee 
Brown, Steve 
Brown, Terry 
Browning, Jason 
Bruce, Ken 
Bryan-Smith, Dennis 

Buchanan, Stephen 
Buden, Lisle 
Buder, David 
Bukovac, Paul 
Bullis, Jim 
Bundrick, Michelle 
Bundrick, Stewart 
Burgard, Rick 
Burgess, Brad 
Burk, Edward 
Burke, Aidan 
Burke, Kevin 
Burns, Christian 
Burns, Fin 
Burroughs, Robert 
Burston, Rodger 
Burton, Julie 
Burton, Scott 
Busek, Kent 
Bussiere, Emile 
Butler, Don 
Buzzi, Michael 
Byrd, Chip 
Byrd, Dax

C 
Caballero, Juan 
Cables, Michael 
Cadieux, John 
Calamari, Don 
Callaghan, Michael 
Callahan, Bud 
Callet, Gene 
Callison, Chris 
Calvo, Alba 
Camarena, Santiago Lopez 
Campbell, BJ 
Campbell, Dickie 
Campbell, Greg 
Campbell, Randy 
Campbell, Travis 
Campos, Ana 
Canavan, Mark 
Canfield, Michael 
Cannon, Brett 
Cannon, Emerson 
Canon, Jackson 
Canterbury, Kelly 
Capeletti, Joe 
Caprario, Eduardo 
Carbone, John 
Cardoso, Jose Manuel 
Carey, Kyle 
Caridi, Ricardo 
Carlisle, Chase 
Carlisle, Juliana 
Carlisle, Tom 
Carman, Daniel 
Carpenter, Tony 
Carrera, Gustavo Gamberoni 
Carr-Hartley, John 
Carrizales, Nathaniel 
Carroll, Bryan 
Carroll, John 
Carroll, Paul 
Carter, Gary 

Carter, Ivan 
Carter, Matt 
Carter, Todd 
Cartlege, Brenton 
Cartwright, Daniel 
Carvalho, Candido 
Carvalho, Lugiano 
Cassange, Carlos 
Cassella, Spenser 
Cassidy, Mike 
Castillo, Eric 
Castoro, Daron 
Castronovo, Paul 
Cathey, Will 
Causey, Larry 
Caviness, Watson 
Cenac, Linsi 
Chambaud, Francois 
Chambers, Joe 
Chan, Paul 
Chandler, Bill 
Chaney, Sarah 
Chang, Oliver 
Chapman, Dan 
Chapman, Manning 
Chapman, Ross 
Charlesworth, Mark 
Charlesworth, Miles 
Chatezet, Theo 
Chatterton, Fred 
Chaupin, A 
Chauquet, Cyril 
Chemello, Annelise 
Chemello, Jason 
Chen, Carey 
Chen, Eytan 
Chen, James 
Chen, Nicholas 
Chen, Zachary 
Cheramie, Adam 
Cherasia, Ali 
Cherasia, Peter 
Chiarella, Vince 
Choate, Stephanie 
Choong, Ming Philemon Foo 
Chow, Stephen 
Christianakis, Leon 
Christiansen, Brett 
Christman, Dave 
Cilia, Catherine 
Citron, Jeff 
Clagg, Greg 
Clancy, Robert 
Clark, Bruce 
Clark, Dan 
Clark, Darin 
Clark, Steven 
Clarke, Hannah 
Clary, Cindy 
Claude, Resch 
Claudio, Filipe 
Claus, Janine 
Clavareau, Charles 
Clavareau, Philippe 
Clawges, Robbie 

Claxton, Bill 
Clemons, Michael 
Clemons, Shay 
Clifford, Gary 
Cline, Robert 
Cline, Warren 
Cobb, Richard 
Coble, David 
Coble, Les 
Cobler, Cory 
Coburn, Jeff 
Cochran, Jay 
Cochran, John 
Cochran, Shannon 
Cockburn, Graham 
Cockram, Benjamin 
Cofer, Amanda 
Coghlan, Scott 
Cole, Bob 
Cole, Chadrick 
Cole, Dean 
Cole, Joseph 
Cole, Kaylan 
Coleman, Brendan 
Coles, Greg 
Collins, Chip 
Collins, Kenny 
Collins, Michael 
Collins, Tim 
Columbo, Stefano 
Combs, Brett 
Concepcion, Rembert 
Condon, Debbie 
Condon, Rob 
Cone, Cullen 
Cone, Scott 
Conn, Haili 
Conner, Bill 
Constantine, Rico 
Constantini, Chip 
Cook, Bobby 
Cook, Emery 
Cook, Martha 
Cook, Max 
Cook, Rich 
Cook, Sean 
Cook, Thomas 
Cooke, Jeff 
Cooper, Barnes 
Cooper, Jon 
Cooper, Ryan 
Cooper, Scott 
Corcoran, Gary 
Cordes, David 
Cornelius, Bernie 
Correia, Paulo 
Corte, Del 
Cortez, Carlos 
Costa, Eriton Nunes 
Costantini, Chip 
Costantini, Michael 
Costantini, Shari 
Coto, David 
Cotton, Taylor 
Coulson, Robert 

Couto, Leonor 
Couto, Lucas 
Couto, Marco 
Couto, Pedro 
Covin, Georgia 
Cox, Andrew 
Cox, Carrie 
Cox, Steve 
Craig, Stewart 
Crain, John 
Crawford, Elfriede 
Crawford, Gaylon 
Cream, Rob 
Creamer, Glenn 
Crean, Johnnie 
Creaven, J 
Cree, Clark 
Creed, Kipp 
Crisman, Forrest Jr 
Crispin, Julie 
Cristina, Pedro 
Critz, Christopher 
Croes, Jarred 
Cross, Remy 
Crowder, Ron 
Crowell, Richard 
Crudele, Betsy 
Cruickshank, Kelvin 
Cruz, Alberto 
Cruz, Altino 
Cruz, Rui 
Cry, Shane 
Cryer, Joe 
Culbrath, Ken 
Cullen, Karen 
Cullens, Howell 
Cullum, Ron 
Cummings, Tony 
Cunha, Antonio 
Cunha, Fernando 
Cunningham, Steve 
Curran, Ed 
Curran, Grant 
Curran, Gregory 
Currington, Jai 
Curry, David 
Curry, Robert 
Curry, Sterling 
Curtis, Hayden 
Curtis, Kyp 
Curtis, Mark 
Curtis, Mike 
Curtis, Mike 
Cyphers, Bill 
Cyphers, Martha 
Czabayski, Ralph 

D
Da Luz, Adilson Gomes 
Dacavira, Emiliano 
Dacavira, Yuri Jimiliano 
Dahlstrom, Troy 
Dalcanale, Celio 
Daley, Greg 
Daly, Craig 
D’Amico, Anthony 

Dangerfield, Patrick 
Daniel, George 
Daniele, Greco 
Danner, Chris 
Danzig, Shay 
Darling, Jake 
Darling, Ross 
Dasilva, Delcio 
David, John Henry 
Davidson, Brian 
Davidson, John 
Davies, Kelly 
Davies, Luke 
Davies, Richard 
Davis, Austin 
Davis, Edward 
Davis, Hugh 
Davis, Joe 
Davis, John 
Davis, Katie 
Davis, Mark 
Davis, Wesley 
Davison, Will 
Dawson, Jacob 
Dawson, Paul 
Day, Kathleen 
Day, Thomas 
Day, Tiffany 
De Jesus, Pablo 
Dealy, Jackie 
Dealy, Jimmy 
Dean, Dr. Peter 
Deane, Dennis 
DeBrux, Brantlee 
D’Echallens, Eric 
Deen, Gary 
Deerman, Kevin 
DeGeorge, Dan 
Dehead, Chris 
Deimel, Luke 
DeJesus, Paulo 
Del Rio, Felix 
Delaney, David 
Delaney, Jackson 
Deleo, Chris 
Delgado, Daniel 
Delgado, Martin 
Delgado, Vinny 
Delizza, Richard 
Deluccia, Richard 
Demarchi, Denise 
Demarko, Eric 
Dembosky, Dell 
Depaola, Angelo 
DePaola, April 
DeSilva, Carlos 
Desnousse, Pascal 
DeSousa, Paulo Borges 
DeSousa, Renato Borges 
Desrosiers, Karine 
Devlin, Nate 
DeVries, James 
Deweil, Donna 
Dewing, Jay 
Deyoung, Rob 
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Dias, Luis 
Diaz, Cesar 
Dicking, Vicki 
Dickson, Michael 
Didi, Junior Galid Osman 
Dieffenbach, Jeff 
Dierman, Christopher 
Digiulian, Anthony 
Dillon, Rodney 
Disanto, Marlana 
Dishman, Austin 
Dishman, Hill 
Dishman, Jamie 
Ditrapani, Rick 
Dixon, Brent 
Dixon, Jeremy 
Dizon, Dominador 
Dohjoh, Tomomi 
Dolan, Grant 
Dolan, Liam 
Dolaway, Kirk 
Dolaway, Robert 
Doley, Stuart 
Dolin, Nick 
Dolinoy, Paul 
Dolman, Herman 
Domel, Marshall 
Dompier, Thomas 
Donahue, Ryan 
Donaldson, Drew 
Donato, Charles 
Donchez, Andrew 
Donchez, Tim 
Donnay, Chad 
Donnay, Paul 
Doolittle, James 
Dorville, Stella 
Dos Santos, Haileka 
Dos Santos, Moulay 
Douglas, Matt 
Dowty, Bob 
Doxey, Kenneth 
Doyle, Brian 
Draehn, Jason 
Drubin, Natalie 
Drummond, Carol 
Drummond, Michael 
Duarte, Oscar 
Duarte, Raphael 
Duckworth, Emily Rose 
Dufau, Dominique 
Duff, Ross 
Duncan, Cary 
DuPlessis, Martin 
DuPlessis, Philip 
Duran, Fernando 
Durnin, Chuck 
Durour, John 
Duvall, John “Jack” 
Dye, Zac 
Dyer, Kerry 
Dysart, Kane 

E 
Eagan, Vincent 
East, David 
Easum, Bill 
Eckenrode, Ernie III 
Edmonds, Burden 

Edmonds, Charlotte 
Edmonds, Robert 
Edmonds, Sarah 
Edwards, Brad 
Edwards, Chase 
Edwards, Jim 
Edwards, Mark 
Edwards, W. Keith 
Egley, Peter 
Eisenhut, Christian 
Eitner, Craig 
Elenburg, Kagen 
Elfring, Wally 
Elleker, Miles 
Elleker, Ryan 
Ellens, Geoff 
Eller, Colten 
Elliot, Tony 
Elliott, Robert 
Ellis, Doug 
Ellis, Gary 
Ellis, Mark 
Ellwein, Jeffrey 
Elrod, Gary 
Elston, James 
Emeric, Ruget 
Emerson, Justin 
Emery, Rod 
Endsley, Mike 
Enger, Aaron 
Enger, Wayne 
England, Aiden 
Englander, Lenny 
Engle, Kelt 
Engleby, Mal 
Englert, Curtis 
English, Brian 
English, Keith 
Epstein, Ryan 
Erdmann, Robert 
Ergas, Rodolfo 
Erickson, Chris 
Erickson, Derek 
Erwin, Kelly 
Escobar, Victor 
Escobedo, Jose 
Estefani, Carlos 
Estrada, Anthony 
Evans, George 
Everett, Timothy 
Everiit, Ben 
Eysymontt, Geroge 

F 
Fabrini, Caetano 
Fabrini, Fernando 
Fadrique, Brett 
Fagg, Larry 
Fairchild, Troy 
Faircloth, Jim 
Falcigno, Vicky 
Falls, Dylan 
Falzone, Tim 
Fama, Louie 
Fancsy, Dave 
Fancsy, Jean 
Fancsy, Steve 
Fancsy, Tom 
Fanguy, Mindy 

Fanta, David 
Farley, Craig 
Farrell, Kelly 
Farrior, William 
Faulkner, Pete 
Favreau, Phillipe 
Fayard, Lydie 
Fazenbaker, Curtis 
Feder, Brent 
Feeley, Danica 
Fehringer, Hermann 
Felecan, Gabriel 
Feltman, Scott 
Fenstermaker, Charley 
Ferber, P. Shields 
Ferman, Randy 
Fernandez, Arturo 
Fernandez, Paul 
Feroli, Peter 
Ferrell, Kevin 
Fields, John 
Figari, Shawn 
Figenshaw, Paul 
Figueiro, Victor 
Filhol, Jonathan 
Filhol, Michael 
Fili, Michael 
Fink, Jerrod 
Finkell, Brian 
Finkell, Don 
Finkell, Tommy 
Fintel, William 
Firestein, Martin 
Firestein, Mitchell 
Fishbein, Cass 
Fissioli, Kade 
Fitzgerald, Kirsty 
Fitzgerald, Nigel 
Fitzpatrick, Travis 
Fitzsimmons, Jonathan 
Flanigan, Monty 
Fleming, Rob 
Fletcher, Alison 
Flores, Robert 
Foley, Jack 
Fonseca, Celeste 
Fonseca, Marcelo 
Fonseca, Pedro 
Forbes, Clare 
Ford, Alex 
Ford, Mat 
Forg, Eric 
Formenti, Andrea 
Formenti, Filippo 
Forslun, Tina 
Fort, Andrew 
Foster, Brian 
Foster, Dana 
Foster, Mitchell 
Fowler, Steve 
Fox, Bill 
Fox, Chris 
Fox, Roderick 
Foxworthy, Matthew 
Fraaije, Birgit 
Fraaije, Olie 
Fragaso, Walter 
Frain, Richard 
Francis, Kyle 

Francis, P. Sean 
Franco, Barisio 
Franco, Jesus 
Franco, Juan Emiliano 
Franklin, Bobby 
Franklin, Bryan 
Franklin, Larry 
Franks, Wes 
Fraurun, Karen 
Frausto, Stephanie 
Frazier, Burrell 
Frazier, Grace 
Frazier, John 
Frazier, Linda 
Fregoso, Victor 
Freming, Ronald 
Frering, Mario 
Frering, Pedro 
Fresn, Ryan 
Frezza, Nick 
Frick, Ross 
Friede, Wolfgang 
Fritz, Michael 
Frommrich, Ernst 
Fudickar, Lance 
Fukuhara, Sizuo 
Fumarola, Giovanni 
Furfine, Earl 

G 
Gaddy, Brown 
Gaddy, Charles 
Gaddy, Fin 
Gage, Kirsta 
Gallo, Bill 
Gallo, Bryan 
Gallo, Madison 
Gamble, Andrew 
Gamble, Patrick 
Gandini, Christian 
Ganz, Peter 
Garber, Michael 
Garcia, Tania 
Gardner, Bill 
Gardner, Sarah 
Garrett, Ed 
Garrett, Gage 
Garrocho, Antonio 
Gartman, Don 
Gaskill, Jonathan 
Gast, Jasen 
Gaston, Blake 
Gaston, Liza 
Gates, Josh 
Gates, Kyle 
Gath, Dalton 
Gath, Mark 
Gath, Stetson 
Gavotto, Joel 
Gaylord, Kevin 
Gaylord, Linda 
Gearmann, Ewald 
Gekiere, Larry 
Gekiere, Roger 
Gelsomino, Brett 
Genzer, Greg 
Gerhardes, Petrus 
Gibbs, Shelby 
Gibbs, Tracy 

Giberti, Caroline 
Gibson, David 
Gibson, Donna 
Gibson, Frank 
Giersch, Thomas 
Giese, Andrew 
Gift, Daniel 
Gill, Garrett 
Gill, Gary 
Gill, Lauren 
Gill, Robyn 
Gill, Wyatt 
Gillespie, Todd 
Gilliam, Matthew 
Gilliam, Robert 
Gilliam, Ryan 
Ginsburg, Jonathan 
Giraud, Marc 
Girrardelli, Milzi 
Gladchun, Larry 
Godfrey, Bo 
Goldberg, David 
Golden, Josh 
Goldsmith, William 
Golias, Joe 
Golias, Lee 
Gomes, Bruno Ferreira 
Gomes, Fabio 
Gomes, Julio 
Gomez, Gabriel 
Gomez, Jose 
Gomselios, Anton 
Goncalves, Tiago 
Gonzales, Guadalupe 
Gonzales, Leeroy 
Gonzalez, Alejandro 
Gonzalez, Bernardo 
Gonzalez, Frank 
Gonzalez, Jose 
Gonzalez, Juan Manuel 
Gonzalez, Roby 
Gonzalves, Miguel 
Good, Justin 
Goodman, Adam 
Goodman, Ali 
Goodman, Gabe 
Goodrich, Al 
Goolaup, Keeleshwarsingh Amar 
Gordon, Steve 
Gorman, Richard 
Gorski, Brian 
Gostling, Julian 
Gothier, Rob 
Gould, Danny 
Gould, Tony 
Gourier, Julien 
Gouzopoulos, Zachary 
Gowans, James 
Gowans, John 
Gowans, Kaitlyn 
Gowans, Lorraine 
Graham, Joe 
Granet, Marc 
Grant, Catherine 
Gray, Christopher 
Gray, Eric 
Gray, Mark 
Grazioso, Carlos 
Grazioso, Charles 

Green, Daniel 
Greenberg, Charles 
Greene, Chandler 
Greene, Jonathan 
Greene, Philip 
Greenhill, Derren 
Gregorek, Zyg 
Gregory, Chuck 
Gregory, John 
Gregory, Melanie 
Gregory, Steve 
Grice, Harrison 
Griffin, Matt 
Griffith, Dan 
Griffith, Mike 
Griffiths, Andrew 
Groebner, Lou 
Groebner, Terry 
Groen, Luke 
Groset, John 
Gross, Charlie 
Guanipa, Jose 
Gudoian, Richard 
Guerrero, Juan 
Guice, Nathan 
Guieb, Kaniala 
Gump, Shep 
Gustafson, John 

H 
Haas, Paul 
Habib, Chris 
Habib, Mike 
Haddelton, Cameron 
Haeuser, Dan 
Haeuser, Justin 
Haffer, Chris 
Hagan, William 
Hagg, Andrew 
Haguettay, Matt 
Haines, Jamie 
Hale, Philip 
Haley, Chris 
Haley, Patrick 
Haley, Sam 
Hall, David 
Hall, Ebby 
Hall, Kay 
Hall, Tian 
Haller, Victoria 
Halsted, Todd 
Hamelius, Luis 
Hamling, Hunter 
Hamling, Jeff 
Hamling, Sam 
Hamsher, Mike 
Handloser, James 
Hanel, Dave 
Hanna, Brett 
Hansen, Bob 
Hansen, Bradley 
Hansen, Charlie 
Hansen, Chris 
Hansen, Dawn 
Hansen, Erik 
Hansen, John 
Hansen, Michelle 
Hansen, Robert 
Hansen, Ronald 

Hansen, Trevor 
Hansen, Walter 
Hansmann, Alfred 
Harald, Kaaserer 
Hardage, H. Mark 
Hardwick, Fred 
Hargrave, Robert 
Hargreaves, Patrick 
Harmon, M. Kevin 
Harmon, Mark 
Harper, Rodger 
Harris, David 
Harris, Jim 
Harris, Leonard 
Harris, Stone Thomas 
Harris, Zac 
Hartney, Aaron 
Harvey, William 
Hatano, Hiromi 
Hatano, Norio 
Hatchett, W. 
Hauber, Frank 
Haughn, Eric 
Haugland, Bill 
Hawn, Edwin 
Hawn, Rebecca 
Hay, Blake 
Hay, Michael 
Hayes, David 
Hayes, Pat 
Haygaard, Darwin 
Haynes, Matthew 
Hayward, Robert 
Haywood, Abby 
Haziza, Haim 
Healy, Alex 
Healy, Brandon J. 
Healy, Sean 
Heath, Mark 
Hebert, Deb 
Hebert, Joseph 
Hefley, Roy 
Heiligbrodt, Blair 
Heiligbrodt, Corinne 
Heiligbrodt, Hagan 
Heiligbrodt, L. William 
Heiss, Bill 
Helga, Shrekar 
Hembree, Logan 
Hemphill, Simon 
Hemptead, Chris 
Hemrick, Will 
Henderson, Jed 
Henderson, Tamara 
Hendricks, Robert 
Hendrickson, Keaton 
Hendriks, Rob 
Henrick, John 
Henriques, Antonio 
Henry, Nick 
Hermanowski, Kim 
Hernandez, Anthony 
Hernandez, Christopher 
Hernandez, John 
Hernandez, Matthew 
Hernandez, Sonny 
Herndon, William 
Herr, Chad 
Herrin, Bo 

Herritt, Lee 
Herum, Peggy 
Hessler, Tyler 
Heyer, Grant 
Hickey, Luke 
Hicks, Bonnie 
Higgins, Jay 
Hiler, Sandra 
Hilfer, Don 
Hill, Gordon 
Hill, John 
Hill, Justin 
Hill, Karen 
Hill, Michael 
Hill, Robert 
Himonona, Pani 
Hinckley, Cap 
Hinsley, Ken 
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Smith, Ethan 
Smith, Howard 
Smith, Hunter 
Smith, Jessica 
Smith, Kalli 
Smith, Kerrie 
Smith, Maurice 
Smith, Murray 
Smith, Nocholas 
Smith, Parker 
Smith, Riley 
Smith, Robert 
Smith, Rowan 
Smith, Scott 
Smith, Shaun 
Smith, Torrey 
Smith, Vern 
Smith, Wesley 
Smoak, Christopher 
Smoak, Joy 
Smolik, Brandon 
Smolik, Sam 
Smylie, Charlie 
Smyth, Michael 
Snider, James 
Snyder, Chris 
Snyder, James 
Soares, Rodrigo 
Sobieralski, John 
Sogle, Rick 
Soiland, Mike 
Sokol, Jon 
Sokol, Paul 
Solari, William 
Sonato, Robert 
Sorensen, Kirk 
Soriano, Epifanio 
Sottomayor, Stephanie 
Souaid, Bob 
Sousa, Antonio 
Sousa, Ary 
Sousa, Bob 
Southwell, Andy 
Souway, Jason 
Soyger, Rick 
Spain, Wendy 
Spatafore, Anthony 
Spatafore, Vince 
Spicer, Owen  

Sprie, Ingo 
Squires, Ryan 
Stach, Kevin 
Stanley, Kelly 
Stansberry, Porter 
Stansberry, Travis 
Stapleton, Nate 
Stark, Elliott 
Stark, Will 
Staten, John 
Steiner, John 
Stephen, Mark 
Stephens, Robert 
Stephens, Tom 
Steverson, Shawn 
Steverson, Sidney 
Steyn, Anton 
Stockwell, Van 
Stofer, Preston 
Stolarz, Jeffery 
Stolpe, Bill 
Stolzentualek, Brent 
Stoneburner, Dan 
Stotesburt, Mike 
Stratton, James 
Straus, Larry 
Street, Richard 
Strong, Mary Kathryn 
Strong, Trey 
Stuart, Allen 
Stuckey, Jay 
Stutz, Angie 
Stutz, David 
Succar, Freddy 
Sudbrink, Tyler 
Sullivan, Barry 
Survant, Corey 
Sutehall, Kevin 
Sutton, Nikki 
Suwalski, Jane 
Svarto, Kaleigh 
Swacina, Paul 
Swan, Kasey 
Swan, Ken 
Swan, Kyler 
Swan, Stephanie 
Sweeney, Jim 
Swillie, Lauren 
Sylvester, Ben 

T
Takahashi, Ichiro 
Takimoto, Kazuya 
Talby, Samuel 
Tamborella, Fred 
Tan, Christopher 
Tana, Gabriel 
Tanaka, Osamu 
Tapscott, Ashley 
Tarpley, Jamie 
Tauber, David 
Tauzin, Amber 
Tauzin, Chief 
Tavares, Erica 
Tavares, Mario Rui 
Taylor, Geoff 
Taylor, Jeff 
Taylor, Patrick 
Taylor, Robert 

Tchapasseca, Antonio 
Teachey, Wilson 
Teasdale, Murray 
Teeters, Scott 
Teixeira, Paulo 
Temple, Josh 
Terrell, Barry 
Terzi, Darren 
Thames, Ross 
Theo, Chatelet 
Theriot, Peter 
Therrie, Clayton 
Theuerkauf, Jon 
Thibault, Mike 
Thibaut, Mark 
Thierry, Aillaud 
Thomas, Greg 
Thomas, Tim 
Thompson, Paul 
Thompson, Zachary 
Thornton, Charles 
Thorpe, Curtis 
Thorson, Scott 
Thune, Tony 
Tickle, Blake 
Tickle, Greg 
Tiegs, Daniel 
Tillman, Brantley 
Tillotson, Dan 
Timmons, Jason 
Timura, John 
Tinkham, Cindy 
Tinkham, Keith 
Tobias, John 
Tobin, Mark 
Todd, Kennon 
Tokarczyk, Jeff 
Toma, Larry 
Toma, Roger 
Tomeu, Enrique 
Tompkins, Dean 
Tomson, Dave 
Toomey, Kitt 
Torefeldt, Olle 
Torner, Mike 
Toshiyuki, Tashiro 
Tower, Maximilian 
Towers, Marc 
Trahan, Hayes 
Trahan, Wade 
Trask, Rayford 
Travieso, Clemente 
Trench, Alex 
Trench, Andrew 
Trench, David 
Trenche, Virgilio 
Trilleau, Denis 
Troadec, Pascal 
Tuccillo, Corey 
Tucker, Neil 
Tumbull, Garth 
Turnage, Johnny 
Turnbull, Jr 
Turner, Alex 
Turner, Gregg 
Turner, James 
Turner, Jeff 
Turner, Josh 
Turner, Telby 

Tutinaro, Gerald 
Tutwiler, Temple 

U 
Uarela, Domingos 
Ullrich, Stephen 
Ulukavoro, Meli 
Umbuzeiro, Roberto 
Uno, Akihiko 
Upchurch, Darrin 
Uran, Colton 
Urban, Robert 
Urdaz, Robin Birriel 

V 
Valencia, Carmen 
Valente, Joao 
Van De Spuy, Russoux 
Van Dunem, Hugo 
Van Dunem, Louis 
Van Leeuwen, Johnny 
Van Matre, Joe 
Van Mols, Jada 
Van Nieuwkerk, Dean 
Van Rooyen, Piet 
Van Rooyen, Willemien 
Van Veijeren, Sean 
Van Wyk, Robbie 
Vargas, Joe 
Vasconcelos, Nelson Dias 
Vasiliadis, Conor 
Vaughn, Alan 
Vazquez, Ernesto 
Veber, Anna 
Veber, Oleg 
Vela, Frank 
Velazquez, Roberto 
Velho, Jorge Leite 
Venter, Daniel 
Venter, Markus 
Vernon, Joan 
Vicintin, Bruno Bello 
Viegas, Leonidas 
Viljoen, Anton 
Vincent, James 
Vladychenko, Ivan 
Vonckx, Eric 
Vonderheid, Vance 
Vondracek, Miloj 
Vondracek, Tomas 

W 
Vyskocil, Richard 
Wade, Jeremy 
Wagner, Tyler 
Waguespack, Bruce 
Wahl, Peter 
Wahomg, Tai 
Walker, Bonnie 
Walker, Casper 
Walker, Lizette 
Walker, Nathan 
Wall, Doug 
Wall, Robert 
Wallace, Graham 
Wallace, John 
Walley, Brian 
Walley, Tawnie 
Walrath, Craig 
Walters, Jeff 
Wands, Dave 
Wanick, Eduardo 
Ward, Mark 
Ward, Roger 
Ware, Deleon 

Wareham, Raymond 
Warren, Earl 
Warren, Pamela 
Watkinson, Charlotte 
Watkinson, Henry 
Watson, Shannon 
Watson, Will 
Watters, Rusty 
Waugh, Bradley 
Wayne, Kenneth 
Webb, Andrew 
Webster, Peter 
Webster, Scott 
Weih, Randy 
Weinberg, Scott 
Weir, Colin 
Weir, James 
Weischwill, Lane 
Weischwill, Melanie 
Weischwill, Richard 
Weischwill, Will 
Wenner-Roth, Kim 
Wery, Bernard 
Wessman, William 
West, Billy Wilk Otis 
West, Dan 
West, Spencer 
West, Stephen 
Westbrook, Tim 
Westphal, Rick 
Wetzel, Gary 
Whatley, Mark 
Wheat, Dan 
Wheeler, Matt 
Whelan, Julin 
Whitaker, Rom 
Whitcomb, John 
Whitcombe, Deb 
White, Richard 
Whitehead, Bo 
Whitehead, Brandi 
Whiteside, Dan 
Whitesides, John Choo 
Whitmarsh, Mj 
Whitney, Marc 
Wibaux, Patrick 
Widom, Mitchell 
Wiesehan, Randy 
Wiggans, John 
Wilburn, Warren 
Wilcox, Chad 
Wild, Brady 
Wiley-Miln, James 
Wilke, Kyle 
Wilkinson, Courtney 
Williams, Cody 
Williams, Elliot 
Williams, Reece 
Williams, Roger 
Williams, Roy 
Willson, Frank 
Wilsmore, Geoff 
Wilson, Greg 
Wilson, John 
Wilson, Lee 
Wilson, Loel 
Wilson, Trish 
Winchester, Mark 
Windmill, Andy 
Wineland, Robert 
Winslow, Vann 
Winster, Bryan 
Winston, John 
Winters, Scott 

Winters, Wesley 
Wirtz, Christopher 
Wirtz, Tina 
Wise, Steve 
Wiseman, Betty 
Wiseman, Kurt 
Witcombe, Deb 
Withers, Robert 
Withey, Russell 
Witt, Bob 
Woerner, Michael 
Wolf, Jim 
Wolf, JP 
Wolf, Lauren 
Womack, Jake 
Wonak, John 
Wood, Allen 
Wood, Clayton 
Wood, Jeff 
Wood, Kurtis 
Wood, Michael 
Wood, Peter 
Wood, Victoria 
Woodard, Helen 
Woodward, Jackson 
Woodward, Sean 
Woolard, John 
Woolinger, Mark 
Workman, Bryce 
Wrenn, Chris 
Wright, Steve 
Wuest, Lauren 

Y 
Yamada, Takuji 
Yanagawa, Atsuyuki 
Yancey, Michael 
Yang, Rachel 
Yang, Victor 
Yap Chee, Meng 
Yarbrough, Ken 
Yashiro, Yukiya 
Yeager, Mandy 
York, Jackson 
York, Wes 
Young, Ben 
Young, Jason 
Young, Robert 
Young, Sean 

Z 
Zachrich, James 
Zalecki, Tyler 
Zammit, Rebecca 
Zanatta, Luca 
Zane, Randall 
Zanghi, Claudio 
Zanghi, Guido 
Zaytoun, Kelly 
Zebrasky, Jeff 
Zeff, Kristen 
Zeher, Nick 
Zeller, Alfredo 
Ziegler, Craig 
Zierfuss, Karl 
Zimmer, Chrisitan 
Zimmerman, Bob 
Zimmerman, John 
Zimmerman, Michael 
Zosel, Torsten 
Zotos, Pete 
Zucchero, Greg 
Zurovchak, Jerry 
Zwirz, Brad 



16  | The Billfish Foundation 

2014 TAG, RELEASE & RECAPATURE DATA SUMMARY

The Billfsih Foundation

TAG BY SPECIES

2,135 (Blue Marlin)

63 (Spearfish)

466 (Striped Marlin)

45 (Swordfish)

480 (White Marlin)

289 (Black Marlin)

OVERALL TAG
SUMMARY

1,433 (Blue Marlin)

8 (Spearfish)

241 (Striped Marlin)

20 (Swordfish)

377 (White Marlin)

97 (Black Marlin)

RELEASE BY SPECIES

2 (Striped Marlin)

4 (Swordfish)

13 (White Marlin)

27 (Blue Marlin)

28 (Sailfish)

RECAPTURE BY 
SPECIES

3,710 (Sailfish)

4,754 (Sailfish)
TAGS VS RELEASES 2009-2014

The Billfish Foundation received reports for 14,114 billfish released in 
the calendar year of 2014; 7,188 were tagged fish and 6,926 were 
released, an increase from 2013 numbers (4,999 tagged and 4,030 
released respectively). If you were to include all species including tunas, 
the number spikes to 7,500 reported tagged and 7,051 released. The 
following pages summarize the recorded data by species, ocean and 
event. Overall, more fish were tagged and released in the Pacific than in 
the Atlantic Ocean. A large increase in reports from Cape Verde, Gabon, 
Mozambique, Seychelles, Malaysia, Dominican Republic, and Japan were 
received in part from TBF distributing tags in new and remote regions. The 
most commonly reported billfish species was sailfish (8,464) and the least 
reported was swordfish (65). With the ever-increasing conservation ethic 
amongst billfish anglers, the use of circle hooks increased to 71% for fish 
reported with the type of hook used. 
 
 



RECAPTURES - THE MOST IMPORANT PIECE OF THE PUZZLE  
Over the duration of TBF’s tagging program, TBF has the highest 
reported billfish recapture rate worldwide. In 2014 a total of 
74 tagged billfish were recaptured, which raised the number of 
recaptured billfish to 2,954, over the life of the program. If we include 
all tagged fish recaptured, including the tunas, TBF received an 
additional 31 recapture records. The non-billfish species with the most 
recaptures was yellowfin tuna with 24 reported in 2014.

Of these recaptured billfish species, the species with the all-time highest 
recapture rates are swordfish, followed by white marlin and blue marlin. 
When a fish is recaptured, the scientific loop of data collection is completed. 
Of all the fish recaptured in 2014, the longest time at large was a swordfish 
that swam for 2,885 days (almost 8 years), recaptured 877 miles from 
where it was originally tagged- from Desoto Canyon in the Gulf of Mexico 
to North Carolina. The longest distance for a tagged billfish between 
tagging and recapture locations in 2014 was a white marlin tagged off 
of St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. and recaptured off of Virginia, 1,382 miles away 
and 1,297 days later. Although the furthest distance for any tagged species 
was reported for several bluefin tuna. These three Bluefin Tuna, tagged 
off Massachusetts, travelled approximately 4,500 miles each and were 
recovered in the Mediterranean Sea, off Italy. Each had been at large 
approximately 5 years. The most commonly recaptured species of billfish in 
2014 was sailfish (28), followed by blue marlin (27) and white marlin (13).

One of the greatest challenges when analyzing billfish recapture 
data is missing original tagging information. Failure to submit 
original tagging data creates a critical void that diminishes the 
value of the tagging. Please submit tagging data at the conclusion 
of each fishing trip to avoid a loss of critical data. Utilize TBF’s 
online database at www.tagbillfish.org to report your billfish data.

TAG BY OCEAN

3,421 (Atlantic)  

2,994 (Pacific)
773  (Indian)

RECAPTURES BY YEAR 2009-2014

RECAPTURE BY OCEAN

56 (Atlantic)  

2 (Indian)

16 (Pacific)

ALL EVENTS BY OCEAN

4,788 Atlantic

8,562 (Pacific) 842 (Indian)

1,311 (Atlantic)  
67 (Indian)

5,52 (Pacific)  

RELEASE BY OCEAN
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BLACK MARLIN
1. Exmouth, Australia
2. Dampier Archipelago, Australia
3. Ribbon Reef, Australia
4. Broome, Australia

BLUE MARLIN
5. Costa Rica
6. Cape Verde
7. Hawaii, USA
8. Dominican Republic
9. Exmouth, Australia

SAILFISH
10. Guatemala
11. Lobito, Angola
12. Luanda, Angola
13. Isla Mujeres, Mexico 
14. Kuala Rompin, Malaysia

SPEARFISH
15. Hawaii, USA
16. Saint Helena

STRIPED MARLIN
17. Cabo San Lucas, Mexico
18. Pemba Channel, Kenya
19. Ibaraki, Japan
20. Costa Rica
21. Hawaii

SWORDFISH
22. Cape Kari Kari, New Zealand
23. South Florida, USA
24. Saint Helena

WHITE MARLIN
25. Morocco
26. Dominican Republic
27. Norfolk/Washington Canyon, USA
28. Oregon Inlet, NC, USA
29. Gulf Of Mexico

TOP TAG & RELEASE 
LOCATIONS BY SPECIES
Three major oceans and nearly every continent were represented 
with top billfish reporting locations for 2014 thanks to the 
information reported by anglers and captains worldwide through 
TBF’s online database.  The push pins represent locations from 
which the most tagging reports were received.
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SPECIES DATA
TBF’s 2014 tag and release 
data breakdown per species

Photo courtesy of Peake Sportfishing
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BLACK MARLIN
MAKAIRA INDICA
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in the tropical waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Black 
marlin can be found in near-shore waters and around reefs, as well as 
the open sea in scattered numbers.

CHARACTERISTICS:
Black marlin are identified by their rigid “sickle-shaped” pectoral (side) 
fins that are not retractable. The dorsal (top) fin is considered to be the 
shortest of any of the billfish, less than 50 percent of the body size by 
height. 

SIZE:
Female black marlin, as is the case for all billfish, are larger than males 
weighing on average 700 pounds, while the males weigh in around 300 
pounds. Commercial longline boats have reported individuals weighing 
2,500 pounds, and many over 1,000 pounds have been caught by 
anglers in the waters off Australia, Peru, Panama and Mozambique.

DIET: 
Opportunistic feeders - squid and other pelagic fish.

LIFESPAN: 
Mature at 2-4 years. Estimated to live as long as 25 years for females 
and 18 years for males.

STATUS:
A formal assessment of Pacific-wide black marlin stocks has never been 
completed; however, given dramatic declines in longline catches over 
the last thirty years, a Pacific-wide assessment must be a high priority. 
In the Indian Ocean the latest assessments show that black marlin are 
not overfished, but overfishing is occurring as catches have steadily 
increased and reached their highest levels in 2013. 

COMMENTS:
Referred to as the “bull” of the sea, the black marlin has incredible strength 
and does not tire readily. Scientific analysis of their diets has shown that 
blacks feed in deep water as well as on the surface. Like many apex 
predators, they travel incredible distances. 

Illustration by Carey Chen

TBF received a total of 386 tag and 
release reports for black marlin in 
2014. Of those 289 were tagged 
and 97 were released without a 
tag. A majority of the effort for 
black marlin was based out of  
Australia specifically in Exmouth, 
Cairns, Townsville and Dampier. 
Outside of Australia, another top 
location for black marlin was off 
the Andaman Islands, Panama 
and off Eastern Africa. 

TAG BY OCEAN RELEASE BY OCEAN

76 (Pacific)

213  (Indian)

61 (Pacific)

36 (Indian)

CATCH SUMMARY

97 (Release)

289 (Tag)
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MAKAIRA NIGRICANS / MAKAIRA MAZARA
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in offshore tropical and warm temperate oceans around the world.

CHARACTERISTICS:
Blue marlin are identified by pointed dorsal (top) fins, pectoral (side) and first anal fins 
(bottom). The pectoral fins are not rigid and can be retracted against the body. 

SIZE:
Pacific blue marlin have been caught weighing over 2,000 pounds by commercial 
fisherman and up to 1,805 pounds have been caught on rod and reel. On average, 
blue marlin heavier than 300 pounds are female. Atlantic blue marlin average between 
300 and 400 pounds. Typically, the largest blues are caught in the Pacific Ocean.

DIET: 
Opportunistic feeders - squid and other pelagic fish.

LIFESPAN: 
Mature at 2-4 years. Estimated to live as long as 27 years for females and 
18 years for males.

STATUS:
In the Pacific Ocean, blue marlin have shown a long term decline since the 1970’s. 
The latest assessments indicate that the Pacific wide stock is not overfished and 
overfishing is not occurring, but the stock is nearly fully exploited. The opposite is true 
for blue marlin stocks in the Indian Ocean, which are overfished, but not subject to 
overfishing, however catches have increased in recent years. Rebuilding plans for 
Atlantic blue marlin have been implemented, but currently the stock is estimated to be 
overfished and subject to overfishing. 

COMMENTS:
Blue marlin are renown for their strength, speed and aggressiveness, making them one 
of the most challenging of the billfish. They have been recorded making incredible 
journeys throughout the world’s oceans.There is debate by scientists whether to 
recognize two separate but closely related species – Makaira Nigricans in the 
Atlantic, and Makaira Mazara in the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

CATCH SUMMARY

RECAPTURE BY OCEAN

TAGS BY OCEAN

Illustration by Carey Chen

1,433 (Release)

2,135 (Tag)

1,054 (Atlantic)  

958 (Pacific)
123 (Indian)

27 (Recapture)

355 (Atlantic)  

1070 (Pacific)

8 (Indian)

18 (Atlantic)  

9 (Pacific)

RELEASE BY OCEAN

BLUE MARLIN
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In 2014, TBF a total of 3,568 blue marlin tag and releases were reported, one 
of the highest number of blue marlin reported in TBF’s history. Of those 2,135 
were tagged and 1,433 were released without a tag and 27 recaptures were 
reported. Much of the tag & release effort for blue marlin was Pacific-based off 
of Costa Rica where boats broke records for the number of blue marlin tagged 
and release, which led to multiple recaptures. In the Atlantic a great number of 
blues were tagged in Cape Verde and the Dominican Republic. Of the 27 blue 
marlin recaptured in 2014 the longest time at large was 2,885 days or close 
to 8 years. The longest distance for a recaptured blue marlin was approximately 
1,277 miles from Bermuda to St. Lucia in just 133 days.

TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. DATA

RECAP.EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME AT 
LARGE

DIST.

BF507620 A: Samantha 
Schladweiler
C: Scott Mantz
July 9, 2014
Bermuda
BOOMER

200 LB
90 KG

C: Vernon Samuel
November 19, 2014
Saint Lucia
TRUTH

101 lb
45 kg

133 days
.4 years

1,277 mi
2,055 km

BF547347 A:Roy Schewalbach
C: Gary Richardson
March 15, 2014
Casa de Campo, DR
REEL PASSION

A: Manuel Maya
C: Esteban Guerrero
October 4, 2014
La Aguja Island, VE
PACHANGA

95 lb
44 kg
75 in
191 cm

203 days
.6 years

581 mi
936 km

BF422574 A: Tom Hughes
C: Scott Gaeckle
April 9, 2009
Bimini, Bahamas

100 lb
45 kg

C: Fernando Cabrerra
August 30, 2014
EL LOCO

225 lb
102 kg

1,969 days
5.4 years

258 mi
416 km

BF548687 A: Keith Brandner
C: Josh Temple
May 27, 2014
Los Suenos, Costa Rica
CAROL LIBBY

250 lb
113 kg

C: Juan Matamoros
August 2, 2014
Central America
LADY LIZ

170 lb
77 kg
72 in
185 cm

67 days
.2 years

493 mi
794 km

BF554423 A: Keith Brandner
C: Josh Temple
July 2, 2014
Los Suenos, Costa Rica
CAROL LIBBY

300 lb
135 kg

A: Victor Vera Laz
C: Oscar Intriago
July 24, 2014
Ecuador
POPEYE I

139 lb
63 kg (dressed)
65 in
164 cm

22 days
.05 years

470 mi
757 km

BF554400 A: Keith Brandner
C: Josh Temple
July 4, 2014
Los Suenos, Costa Rica
CAROL LIBBY

200 lb
90 kg

A: Jay Stuckey
C: Ian MacAllister
July 22, 2014
Los Suenos, Costa Rica
SCATTERBRAIN

250 lb
113 kg

18 days
.05 years

131 mi
211 km

BF504738 A: Gray Ingram
C: Ronnie Fields
April 22, 2013
Cape Verde
BIG OH

200 lb
91 kg

A: Lino Da Luz
June 6, 2014
Cape Verde
PATRICIA

243 lb
110 kg
85 in
215 cm

408 days
1.1 years

75 mi
120 km

BF400823 A: Enrico de Tongi
C: Giorgio Assolari
April 14, 2010
Cape Verde

287 lb
130 kg

A:  Walter Ramos
C: Joao Rodriguez
April 19, 2014
Cape Verde
HERNANY

434 lb
197 kg
118 in
300 cm

1,466 days
4 years

80 mi
128 k
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ISTIOPHORUS ALBICANS  / ISTIOPHORUS PLATYPTERUS 
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in tropical and subtropical waters near land in all oceans of the world.  
Sailfish will travel alone or in groups along edges of reefs or current eddies. Sailfish seek out  
warm surface water and their migration patterns are tied to temperature changes of even a few 
degrees. In the Atlantic Ocean, sailfish can be found in high numbers in the Caribbean Sea, 
around the Florida shoreline and the West Indies. In the Pacific Ocean,  
sailfish are found in high numbers off the coasts of Panama, Costa Rica, Guatemala and Mexico.

CHARACTERISTICS:
Sailfish are easily identified by the long, high first dorsal fin for which it is so aptly named. 
The color of the “sail” is slate or cobalt blue with scattered black spots. The sides of the fish 
have pale, bluish gray vertical bars or rows of spots. The body is slender with a single lateral 
line.

SIZE: 
The Indo-Pacific sailfish are the largest in size, averaging 100 pounds. Atlantic sailfish are 
much smaller, averaging 51 pounds and 5.5 feet long.

DIET: 
Squid and other pelagic fish. Hunts alone or in groups using their sails to force schooling fish 
into tight “baitballs” on which to feed.

LIFESPAN: 
Age of maturity about 3-4 years and lifespan is around 15 years.

STATUS:
In both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, sailfish have distinct eastern and western 
stocks. It has not been possible for scientists to conduct traditional stock estimates for 
sailfish stocks in the Eastern Pacific or Indian Ocean due to a lack of landings data. 
In the Atlantic Ocean, the eastern stock reached a low in the early 1990s and has 
shown little signs of recovery with most models indicating the stock is overfished and 
overfishing is occurring. In the western Atlantic, sailfish stocks are healthier and have 
been relatively stable since the 1980’s, largely credited to the adoption of catch & 
release practices by the recreational sector. 

COMMENTS:
Sailfish were the first to attract the attention of anglers. Today they are the most encountered 
and tagged of the billfish species. Like the blue marlin, scientists are debating whether 
to recognize two species of sailfish – Istiophorus albicans in the Atlantic and Istiophorus 
platypterus in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

CATCH SUMMARY

RECAPTURE BY OCEAN

TAG BY OCEAN

Illustration by Carey Chen

RELEASE BY OCEAN

4,754 (Release)

3,710 (Tag)

28 (Recapture)

1,838 (Atlantic)  

1,514 (Pacific)358 (Indian)

574 (Atlantic)  

4,157 (Pacific)

23 (Indian)

21 (Atlantic)  

6 (Pacific)

1 (Indian)

SAILFISH
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In 2014, TBF received 8,454 reports of sailfish worldwide. 3,710 were tagged, 4,754 were released 
without a tag and 28 sailfish were recaptured off primarily off South Florida. A majority of the tagging 
and release effort was reported off Guatemala, Mexico, Costa Rica and South Florida. The increased 
number of sailfish tagged off Angola and western Africa is encouraging. One tagged sailfish was at 
large for more than six years and was recaptured 83 miles from original tagging location. The longest 
distance for a sailfish recapture in 2014 was 965 miles (1,553 km) traveled in just 329 days. 

TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. DATA

RECAP.EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME AT 
LARGE

DIST.

BF503038 C: Michael Fili
March 14, 2014
Miami, FL
VOODOO CHILD

C: Mark Quartiano
December 27, 2014
Miami, FL

62 in
157 cm

288 days
.8 years

45 mi
73 km

BF518144 A: Brett Gossage
C: Fin Gaddy
September 11, 2013
Oregon Inlet, NC
QUALIFIER

A: Frank Gonzalez
August 6, 2014
Arcos de Canasi, Cuba

40 lb
18 kg

329 days
.9 years

965 mi
1,553 km

BF446752 A: Stuart Billeaund
C: Chris Hood
March 28, 2011
Key West, FL

50 lb
23 kg
60 in
152 cm

A: Joseph James
C: George Labonte
July 25, 2014
Jupiter, FL
EDGE SPORTFISHING

60 lb
27 kg
84 in
213 cm

1,215 days
3.3 years

199 mi
320 km

BF542151 A: Jake Darling
C: Chris Sheeder
February 21, 2014
Puerto San Jose, Guatemala
RUM LINE

75 lb
34 kg

A: Juan Manuel Gonzalez
May 27, 2014
Puerto Angel, Mexico

60 lb
27 kg
79 in
200 cm

95 days
.3 years

405 mi
652 km

BF526391 A: Rolf Czabayski
C: Anthony Mendillo
January 8, 2013
Isla Mujeres, Mexico
KEEN M

45 lb
20 kg

A: Kelly Zaytoun
C: Ted Kramer
January 15, 2014
Isla Mujeres, Mexico
ANN WARD

75 in
191 cm

372 days
1 year

47 mi
76 km
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TETRAPTURUS AUDAX
DISTRIBUTION:
Found widely distributed in the tropical and warm temperate waters of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans. High numbers are reported in the eastern and north-central Pacific, as 
compared with the western Pacific. Also, plentiful in the waters of the Indian Ocean and 
the western Arabian Sea. Striped marlin feed on the ocean surface or in mid-water depths.

CHARACTERISTICS:
Striped marlin are identified by their high, pointed first dorsal (top) fin, which on average 
equals or exceeds the body depth. They have the highest dorsal fin of all the marlin species. 
Their stripes can “light up” with great intensity, thought to be a form of communication 
when hunting in groups. 

SIZE:
Striped marlin range from 125 pounds to close to 500 pounds. Although not the 
biggest of the billfish, most of the largest individuals have been been reported off the 
coasts of Chile and New Zealand.

DIET: 
Opportunistic feeders - squid and other pelagic fish.

LIFESPAN: 
Mature at 2-3 years. Estimated to reach an age of 10 years.

STATUS:
A recent assessment was completed using a new stock definition that split the former 
North Pacific striped marlin stock into two stocks: the Western Central Pacific Ocean 
(WCPO) stock and the Eastern North Pacific stock. According the most recent report 
for the WCPO, the stock is currently depleted and currently experiencing overfishing. 
If separate northern and southern stocks exist, the northern group may be overfished.

COMMENTS:
Striped marlin are the acrobats of the billfish world leaping and “grey-hounding” 
across the water when hooked. Tagging data shows striped marlin to be highly 
migratory, moving back and forth toward the equator in response to the cold and 
warm seasons. In 2002, a striped marlin was tagged off of Costa Rica and over 3 
years later was recaptured off Cabo San Lucas, traveling almost 2000 miles! 

Illustration by Carey Chen

CATCH SUMMARY

466 (Tag)

241 (Release)

 2 (Recapture)

TAGS BY OCEAN

76 (Indian)  

633 (Pacific)

STRIPED MARLIN
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In 2014, TBF received 466 tagged and 241 released striped 
marlin reports. A large portion of the tag and release effort 
was based off of the Baja California Sur region with other 
top destinations including Japan and Kenya. There were two 
recaptured striped marlin reported. One in the Indian Ocean, 
which was tagged and recaptured out of Kenya. The other 
recapture was in the Pacific Ocean, which was tagged off 
Todos Santos and recaptured off Cabo San Lucas in the Baja 
Sur region of Mexico.

TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. DATA

RECAP.EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME 
AT LARGE

DIST.

BF471924 A: Bob Adams
C: Ndalu Makame
January 10, 2014
Pemba Channel, Kenya
WHITE OTTER

150 lbs
60 kg

November 13, 2014
Kilifi, Kenya

307 days
0.8 years

78 mi
125 km

BF527237 A: Calen Offield
C: Carl Schloderer
December 1, 2013
Todos Santos, BCS 
Mexico
KELSEY LEE

150 lbs
60 kg

A: Austin Davis
March 12, 2014
Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico
BLUE SKY

190 lbs. 101 days
0.3 years

37 mi
59 km
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RELEASES BY OCEAN

The Billfsih Foundation

CATCH SUMMARY

RECAPTURES BY OCEAN

TAGS BY OCEAN

Illustration by Carey Chen

 45 (Tag)

20 (Release)

 4 (Recapture)

4 (Atlantic)  

3 (Atlantic)

17 (Pacific)  

3 (Pacific)

4 (Indian)  

38 (Atlantic)  

SWORDFISH
XIPHIAS GLADIUS
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in temperate and tropical waters throughout the world’s oceans. Swordfish have 
a vast range and were once considered common.

CHARACTERISTICS: 
Swordfish, also called broadbill, are identified by their very broad, flattened “sword-like”  
bill which is longer and wider than those of the other billfishes. The color of the body 
varies from metallic purple-blue to a black-blue, or sometimes a bronze tone becoming 
lighter on the sides, and on the ventral (underside) a silvery gray-white.

SIZE: 
On average swordfish weigh between 250 and 350 pounds with fish over 300 pounds 
tending to be female. In the western Atlantic, swordfish have been caught weighing up 
to 700 pounds and up to 1,182 pounds in the southeastern Pacific.

DIET: 
Opportunistic feeders - squid, pelagic fish, and other cephalopods.

LIFESPAN: 
Females estimated to mature at 4-5 years, males at 3-4 years; living up to 9 years 
on average.

STATUS: 
With the advent of longlining, swordfish experienced a steep decline. After 10 years of 
domestic and international restrictions on commercial fleets and 2 large year classes, the 
north Atlantic stock has fully recovered. 

COMMENTS:
Most group swordfish with marlin and sailfish under the collective name “billfish”, because 
each has a long, spear-like extension of their upper jaw (a bill). In fact, the resemblance 
to a marlin is superficial, since swordfish lack pelvic fins and have a flattened bill. 
Although all billfish share a common ancestor, the swordfish split off from the other 
billfishes millions of years ago, and belong to the family Xiphiidae; the other billfish are 
members of the family Istiophoridae. The swordfish are difficult to locate in many regions 
and highly migratory. The species also has the greatest range of temperature exposure of 
any other billfishes with adults preferring cooler waters except for spawning. Swordfish 
also have a tremendous depth range, giving them the ability to feed at great depths. 
Their large blue eyes aid them in their dark, deep sea environment. 
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In 2014, TBF received 45 swordfish tag reports and 20 releases. 
Most of the effort was based in the North Atlantic out of south 
Florida, with a strong representation also from New Zealand. 
Reports came from across the globe including; St. Helena, 
Australia, Japan, Kenya, Costa Rica, and Guatemala. There 
were four recaptured swordfish, three of which were all originally 
tagged and recaptured in south Florida. The fourth was tagged in 
the Gulf of Mexico, travelled 877 miles before it was recaptured 
off the North Carolina Coast, nearly eight years later. 

TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. DATA

RECAP.EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME AT LARGE DIST.

BF531066 A: Ashley Tapscott
C: Bouncer Smith
August 29, 2014
Miami Beach, FL
BOUNCER’S DUSKY 33

55 lbs
25 kg

C: Robby Waddick
September 15, 2014
Lighthouse Point, FL
SLAMMER TIME

60 lbs
27 kg

17 days 53 mi
86 km

BF451606 A: Matt Bierley
C: Mark Pagano
December 10, 2013
Palm Beach, FL
MOONSHINE

45 in
114 cm

A: Shane Huerlander
C: Matthew Huelander
September 9, 2014
Palm Beach, FL
IV ACCESS INC.

48 in
123 cm

273 days
0.7 years

6 mi
10 km

BF375506 C: John Holley
July 14, 2006
DeSoto Canyon, GOM

55 lbs
25 kg

A: Moulay Dos Santos
C: Kyle Goodwin
June 7, 2014
North Carolina
PERSISTENCE

300 lbs
136 kg

2,885 days
7.9 years

877 mi
1,412 km

BF512661 A: Matt Bierley
C: Mark Pagano
September 23, 2011
Palm Beach, FL

A: Allen Kundrot
April 15, 2014
Cocoa Beach, FL

935 days
2.6 years

163 mi
262 km

,
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TETRAPTURUS ALBIDUS
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in tropical and temperate waters throughout the Atlantic Ocean, including the Gulf 
of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea and the western Mediterranean Sea. White marlin stay 
near the surface and follow the seasonal warm water patterns.

CHARACTERISTICS:
White marlin are distinguished from all other billfish by their rounded first dorsal (top) fin, 
pectoral (side) fins and first anal (bottom) fin. Their color is light, showing more green than 
other marlins. Light blue or lavender vertical bars may show on the sides when the fish is 
active. Dark blueblack to purple spots are scattered throughout the first dorsal and anal 
fins, which are light lavender blue.

SIZE:
On average the white marlin is generally 40 to 60 pounds, with weights up to 
180 pounds having been recorded. Smallest of the marlin at lengths of 8 feet.

DIET: 
Squid and pelagic fish.

LIFESPAN: 
Estimated to live as long as 18 years.

STATUS:
Stocks are reported to be at all time lows; however, anglers have been reporting signs of a 
slight improvement. The most recent assessment indicates a slight upswing in their abundance.

COMMENTS:
White marlin compete with the striped marlin for the title of most acrobatic billfish. Whites 
can dance and “tail-walk” for long distances giving a strong fight for the smallest of the 
marlin species. White marlin can reach the age of ten; they spawn in late spring and early 
summer.

Illustration by Carey Chen

CATCH SUMMARY

 480 (Tag)

377 (Release)

 13 (Recapture)

WHITE MARLIN
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TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. DATA

RECAP.
EST. 

WEIGHT 
& 

LENGTH

TIME 
AT 

LARGE
DIST.

BF320773 A: Peter Cherasia
C: Rich Barrett
May 6, 2012
Punta Cana, DR
SHARK BYTE

70 inches
178 cm
50 lbs
22 kg

C: Arturo DaCosta
October 23, 2014
La Guaira, Venezuela
EL GRAN SOL

156 in
396 cm

900 days
2.5

541 mi
870 km

BF489154 A: Karl Gerling
C: Eddie Morrison
March 31, 2011
St. Thomas, USVI

A:Peter Cherasia
C: Rich Barrett
September 30, 2014
Virginia
SHARK BYTE

62 in
45 lbs

1,297 days
3.6 years

1,382 mi
2,225 km

BF533730 A: Matthew Anderson
C: Charles Cabell
August 19, 2013
Oregon Inlet. NC
TAG-N-STICK

A: Brannon Lancaster
C: Ken Upton
September 13, 2014
Pirates Cove, NC
GAMEKEEPER

390 days
1.1 years

14 mi
22 km

BF497680 A: Victoria Roberts
C: Jimmy Roberts
September 12, 2010
Ocean City, MD

A: Matt Wheeler
C: Rob Skillman
August 18, 2014
Ocean City, MD
MOORE BILLS

66 in
53 lbs

1.436 days
3.9 years

62 mi
100 km

BF518114 A: Karen Sealock
C: Fin Gaddy
September 4, 2013
Oregon Inlet, NC
QUALIFIER

A: Abby Haywood
C: Watson Caviness
August 11, 2014
Oregon Inlet, NC
RIGGED UP

341 days
0.9 years

68 mi
109 km

BF518156 A: Bill Reinhardt
C: Fin Gaddy
September 13, 2013
Oregon Inlet, NC
QUALIFIER

A:Matthew Haynes
C: Gary Wagner
July 26, 2014
Norfolk Canyon, VA
BILLABLE HOURS

310 days
0.8 years

89 mi
143 km

BF533891 A: Jeff Citron
C: Jerry Lanzerotti
June 10, 2014
Dominican Republic
SINGULARIS

C: Luis Rodriguez
July 24, 2014
La Guaira, Venezuela
MARIA DEL ROSARIO II

44 days
0.1 years

563 mi
906 km

BF523114 A: Jessie Hendrix
C: Shey Mahoney
September 1, 2013
Mid-Atlantic
SEA TRADER

59 in
150 cm
50 lbs
22 kg

A: Bill Haugland
C: Chester Sims
July 22, 2014
Ocean City, MD
LIGHTS OUT

62 inches
60 lbs.

324 days
0.9 years

95 mi
153 km

A total of 857 white marlin were reported in 2014, 480 tagged and 377 
released without a tag, with most of the effort off the Dominican Republic. A 
large number of reports also came from the North Atlantic, specifically in the 
Mid-Atlantic region in the west, and off Morocco in the east. TBF received 13 
white marlin recapture reports. Most were tagged in the Mid-Atlantic region, 
with one tagged off Cuba. One of the recaptured white marlin traveled an 
impressive 1,382 miles from its original tagged location in St. Thomas, U.S.V.I., 
to the Virginia coast where it was recaptured three and half years later.
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RELEASES BY OCEAN

Illustration by Carey Chen
Longbill Spearfish

Longbill Spearfish

TETRAPTURUS SPP.
DISTRIBUTION:
Found in tropical and subtropical offshore surface waters in all of the world’s 
oceans. 

CHARACTERISTICS:
Spearfish are identified by their slender and long body type, short bill and high 
dorsal fin similar to a marlin but lacking the height and length of a sailfish. Spearfish 
can be confused with white marlin.

SIZE: 
Spearfish are generally small, measuring four to five feet in length.

DIET: 
Squid and pelagic fish.

LIFESPAN: 
Have the shortest lifespan of the billfishes, maturing at 2 years and living no  
more than 5.

STATUS:  
Spearfish are considered to be the rarest and least understood of all the billfishes. 
Little data exists on their stock status. 

COMMENTS:
Scientists have identified several separate species of spearfish, but due to the low 
number of tag & release reports, TBF groups these species together in our database. 
Spearfish represent the least widespread and least studied of billfish.

The most common species caught in the Atlantic is the roundscale spearfish whereas 
in the Pacific, the most common species is the shortbill spearfish.

11 (Atlantic)  

52 (Pacific)63 (Tag)

8 (Release)

2 (Atlantic)  

6 (Pacific)

SPEARFISH    (* All four species)
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Illustration by Carey Chen

THUNNUS THYNNUS
Status:
The last stock assessment conducted by ICCAT in 2011 
indicated that Atlantic yellowfin tuna are overfished with stocks 
at 15% below target abundance levels established by ICCAT. 
While there has been a recent trend in commercial fishing 
targeting juvenile fish, it is estimated that overfishing is not 
occurring. In the Pacific Ocean, 2014 assessments indicated 
that both eastern and central western yellowfin tuna are not 
overfished or subject to overfishing. 

Tag & Release Numbers:
In 2014, TBF received a total of 324 yellowfin tuna reports, 
278 tagged, 46 released without a tag and 24 were 
recaptures. All 24 yellowfin tuna recaptures occurred in the 
Pacific Ocean. The vast majority of tagging in the Pacific took 
place off of Panama, while in the Atlantic it was concentrated in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

CATCH SUMMARY TAG BY OCEAN RECAPTURE BY OCEAN

YELLOWFIN TUNA

TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. 
DATA

RECAP.EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME 
AT LARGE

DIST.

BF536420 A: Scott Kozak
C: John Logioco
May 21, 2014
Isla Montuosa, Panama
CRAZY KRISTINA

December 16, 2014
Costa Rica

209 days
.6 years

320 mi
515 km

BF553784 A: Michael Canfield
September 18, 2014
Venice, Louisiana

A: James Snider
C: Eddie Burger
November 11, 2014
Medusa Oil Rig, Gulf of Mexico

54 days
.1 years

140 mi
226 km

BF553774 A: Peter Melera
C: Eddie Burger
September 18, 2014
Venice, Louisiana

A: Graham Reeves
C: Woody Woods
Stena Forth drill ship, Gulf of 
Mexico
BELLE

36 days
.1 years

93 mi
148 km

 278 (Tag)

46 (Release)

 24 (Recapture)

138 (Atlantic)

140 (Pacific)  

8 (Atlantic)

16 (Pacific)  
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Illustration by Carey Chen

THUNNUS THYNNUS
Since 1990 the valuable data contributions made by the sportfishing community are 
well documented at TBF and by other scientists. Dr. Molly Lutcavage, Director of the 
Large Pelagic Research Institute at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst, her work 
featured in National Geographic and in the New York Times, is one of those scientists. 
She established a Research Partnership with TBF, for collecting the much needed 
tagging data on juvenile bluefin tuna by creating the Tag-A-Tiny™ project. The project 
enlists anglers and charter captains to report the data, which is included in TBF’s Tag 
and Release Data Base. Thus far over 1,400 small bluefin tuna have been tagged in 
that program with TBF, which has generated importnat recapture data. Several of these 
fish were at large for 5 years and grew over 300-400 pounds. Tag a Tiny ™ program 
helped engage the recreational fleet, and established a US reporting network for ICCAT-
linked bluefin projects. Since 2005 LPRC scientists also deployed over 247 electronic 
tags on juvenile bluefin, providing the first fishery-independent understanding of their year-
long migrations and habitat use. With the continued growing international scrutiny placed 
on juvenile Atlantic bluefin tuna, LPRC’s research and additional data collection grows in 
importance for the United States.

CHARACTERISTICS: Atlantic bluefins are dark blue to black on their dorsal (upper) 
surface and silvery ventrally (underneath). Bluefins are known for their finlets that run 
down their dorsal (upper) and ventral (lower) sides toward their anal fin. They have 
been reported to swim over 20 knots in short bursts and can grow to over 1000 lbs.

DIET: Smaller pelagic fish including mackerel, herring, flying fishes, mullet and squid. 

LIFESPAN: Average natural lifespan of bluefin tuna is 15-30 years.

STOCK STATUS: Atlantic bluefin tuna are currently managed as two separate stocks, 
eastern and western Atlantic. There is much debate as to the amount of mixing 
between the two,raising questions whether they are distinct or if there is one Atlantic-
wide stock. Both eastern and western Atlantic bluefin populations have gone through 
significant rebuilding in the last decade after reaching historic lows in the early 
2000s. The 2014 assessments indicate that eastern and western Atlantic bluefin are 
not overfished and overfishing is not occurring. However, much debate continues over 
many factors in the assessments and the reported status of the stocks.    

 

COMMENTS: Atlantic bluefins are able to thermoregulate keeping their body 
temperatures higher than the surrounding water, which is why they are well-
suited to colder waters.

BLUEFIN TUNA

CATCH SUMMARY

 30 (Tag)

1 (Release)
 6 (Recapture)



TAG #
ORIG.

TAG. DATA

ORIG.
EST.

WEIGHT 

RECAP. 
TAG. 
DATA

RECAP. EST. 
WEIGHT & 
LENGTH

TIME 
AT LARGE

DIST.

BF448388 A: Luke Saultsky               

C: Nat Moody                    

August 4, 2009 

Stellwagen Bank, MA 

November, 4,2014       

400 miles south of Iceland   

CHOKYU-MARU

220 in                                  

558 cm

1920 days                          

5.3 years

2374.4 m                        

3821 km

BF523316 C: Joel Jacquard 

September 25, 

2012   Port Mouton                   

FIN SEEKER

C: Andrew Houlihan 

October29, 2014            

Port Mouton    

GLOOSCAP

764 days                             

2.1 years

61.2 m                                  

99 km

BF523324 A: Matt Comb                    

C: Joel Jacquard 

September 29, 

2012  Port Mouton                  

FIN SEEKER

900 lb                                   

410 kg

C: Andrew Houlihan 

October 7, 2014         

Nova Scotia    

GLOOSCAP

680 lb                                 

308 kg                                 

109 in                                 

276 cm                         

dressed

738 days                                

2 years

61.2 m                                  

99 km

BF448389 A: Ronald Butler  

C: Nat Moody  

August 4, 2009

Stellwagen Bank, MA

375 lb                                   

175 kg

A: Greco Daniele             

C: Barca Salvatore      

July 10, 2014             

Sicily, Italy            

200 lb                                 

90kg                          

dressed         

1801 days                           

4.9 years

4354.4 m                         

7008 km

BF424835 A: Michael Horgan            

C: Eric Stewart              

June 19, 2008              

Cape Cod, MA

220 lb                                   

100 kg

June 15, 2014                   

Malta 

189 lb                               

85kg                            

dressed

2187 days                             

6 years

4524.3 m                         

7281 km

BF424961 C: Ken Neill                    
July 18, 2007 
Washington Canyon 

June 15, 2014                   
Malta 

280 lb                                   
127 kg                             
dressed

2524 days                           
6.9 years

4502.2                               
7245 km

TAG & RELEASE STATS: There were 30 bluefins tagged, one 

released without a tag, and six recaptures. All of the tags 

deployed were on Atlantic bluefin with most tagging efforts 

centered in the New England and to a lesser extent the Mid-

Atlantic regions of the United States. Interestingly, of the six 

recaptures, four were bluefin tagged in the western Atlantic 

that made trans-Atlantic migrations and were recaptured in the 

eastern Atlantic or Mediterranean. Remarkably, the average 

time at large and distance traveled for these fish was 5.7 

years (2,081 days) and more than 3,900 miles (6,300 km). 
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TOP TAGGING
Ages 8 & Under – Charles Gaddy  
Manteo, NC USA

Runner-Up –  Sebastian Ortiz-Stoessel 
Miami, FL USA

Ages 11-12  – Aidan Burke  
Los Angeles, CA USA

Runner-Up – Hefner Appling
Port Aransas, TX USA

Ages 13-15 – Kaleb Richardson 
Lafayette, LA USA

Runner-Up – Shawn MacMullin
Key Largo, FL USA

Ages 16-17 – Nick Brackmann
Huntington Beach, CA USA 
 
TOP RELEASE
Ages 8 & Under – Brown Gaddy 
Manteo, NC USA

Runner-Up – Charles Gaddy 
Manteo, NC USA

Ages 9-10 – Diego Adkins 
El Paso, TX USA

Runner-Up – Moira Brummell 
Granger, IN USA

Ages 11-12 – Cameron Johnson 
Davie, FL USA

Ages 13-15 – Jonathan Gaskill 
Vandemere, NC USA

Runner-Up – Riley Smith 
Exmouth, Australia
Ages 16-17 – Samuel Yohanan 
Lighthouse Point, FL USA

OVERALL RELEASE WINNERS
Top Overall Release Angler – Pat McCotter – Vandemere, NC USA

Top Overall Release Lady Angler – Tiffany Day – Kitty Hawk, NC USA

Top Overall Release Youth Angler – Brown Gaddy – Manteo, NC USA

Top Overall Release Captain – Brad Philipps – Guatemala City, Guatemala

 

TOP RELEASE ANGLERS – ATLANTIC OCEAN 
Blue Marlin – Gray Ingram – Jupiter, FL USA

Sailfish – Brown Gaddy – Manteo, NC USA

White Marlin – Laurent Sahyoun – Mandelieu, France

 

TOP RELEASE ANGLERS – INDIAN OCEAN
Black Marlin – Toby Mason – Dampier, Australia

Sailfish – Riley Smith – Exmouth, Australia

 

TOP RELEASE ANGLERS – PACIFIC OCEAN
Black Marlin – Sharon Poulter – Smithfield, Australia

Blue Marlin – Pat McCotter – Vandemere, NC USA

Sailfish – Gray Ingram – Jupiter, FL USA

Striped Marlin – Jack Duvall – Kemah, TX USA

Swordfish – John Gregory – Kerikeri, New Zealand

 

TOP RELEASE CAPTAINS – ATLANTIC OCEAN
Blue Marlin – Ronnie Fields – Lake Park, FL USA

Sailfish – Dean Panos – Pembroke Pines, FL USA

White Marlin – Christian Benazeth – Auch, France

 

TOP RELEASE CAPTAINS – INDIAN
Black Marlin – Eddy Lawler – Exmouth, Australia

Sailfish – Eddy Lawler – Exmouth, Australia

 

TOP RELEASE CAPTAINS – PACIFIC OCEAN
Black Marlin – Paul Poulter – Smithfield, Australia

Blue Marlin – Pete Rae – Atlantic Beach, NC USA

Sailfish – Brad Philipps – Guatemala City, Guatemala

Striped Marlin – Eddy Cesena – Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

Swordfish – John Gregory – Keri Keri, New Zealand 

YOUTH WINNERS

2014 AWARD WINNERS
OVERALL TAGGING WINNERS 
Top Overall Tagging Angler – Laurent Sahyoun – Mandelieu, France
Top Overall Lady Tagging Angler – Laura Jessen – Sarasota, FL USA
Top Overall Youth Tagging Angler – Kaleb Richardson – Lafayette, LA USA 
Top Overall Tagging Captain – Chris Sheeder – Guatemala City, Guatemala

TOP TAGGING ANGLERS – ATLANTIC OCEAN
Blue Marlin – Gray Ingram – Jupiter, FL USA
Sailfish – Charles Gaddy – Manteo, NC USA
Swordfish  – Richard Gudoian – Key Largo, FL USA
White Marlin – Laurent Sahyoun – Mandelieu, France

TOP TAGGING ANGLERS – INDIAN OCEAN
Black Marlin * – Scott MacGowan – Baynton, Australia
Black Marlin * – Jo-Ann Riley – Baynton, Australia
Blue Marlin * – Marcus Longhurst – Broome, Australia
Blue Marlin * – Jo-Ann Riley – Baynton, Australia
Sailfish – Henry Riggs-Miller – Victoria, Seychelles

TOP TAGGING ANGLERS – PACIFIC OCEAN
Blue Marlin – Jada Holt – Kailua-Kona, HI USA
Sailfish – Chris Jessen – Sarasota, FL USA
Striped Marlin – Jack Duvall – Kemah, TX USA

TOP TAGGING CAPTAINS – ATLANTIC OCEAN
Blue Marlin – Ronnie Fields – Lake Park, FL USA
Sailfish – Fin Gaddy – Manteo, NC USA
Swordfish – Sean O’Connor – Key Largo, FL USA
White Marlin – Christian Benazeth – Auch, France

TOP TAGGING CAPTAINS – INDIAN OCEAN
Black Marlin – Eddy Lawler – Exmouth, Australia
Blue Marlin – Eddy Lawler – Exmouth, Australia
Sailfish – Jourdain Ellens – Broome, Australia
Striped Marlin – Eddy Lawler – Exmouth, Australia

TOP TAGGING CAPTAINS – PACIFIC OCEAN
Black Marlin – Tim Richardson – Bangalow, Australia
Blue Marlin – Pete Wishney – San Clemente, CA USA 
Sailfish – Chris Sheeder – Guatemala City, Guatemala
Spearfish – Gene Vander Hoek – Kailua-Kona, HI USA
Striped Marlin – Jaime Gonzales – Cabo San Lucas, MX
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For information on becoming a tagging partner, call  
(800) 438-8147 ext.107 or 115, or email tag@billfish.org

GET ON BOARD! Tag ’Em Today,Catch ‘Em Tomorrow!


